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Africana Studies majors Joseph Graham and Nicole Pala-

cios were among the 60 students in the second annual 

Charlotte Research Scholars (CRS) program at UNC 

Charlotte. They worked under the guidance of Dr. Sonya 

Ramsey and Dr. Erika Edwards, respectively. 

 

Inaugurated in 2012, Charlotte Research Scholars is de-

signed to give high-achieving undergraduate students 

original research experience under faculty’s guidance. 

The scholars not only conducted primary research during 

the ten-week summer program, but also participated in 

workshops to develop their professional and academic 

skills. 

 

Joseph Graham, a senior who graduated this summer, 

used oral interviews to study the history of black women 

in the Civil Rights Movement in North Carolina. The re-

search project focused on the career of Dr. Bertha Max-

well-Roddey, the founding director of the Black Studies 

program at UNC Charlotte, and later the founding chair of 

the African American and African Studies (now Africana 

Studies) Department. On the other hand, the research con-

ducted by Nicole Palacios, also a senior, used the eight-

eenth- and nineteenth-century records of the slave trade in 

Cordoba, Argentina to learn about the role of enslaved 

Africans in the urban history of Argentina.  

 

Here, Nicole Palacios (pictured below) shares her experi-

ence in the CRS program:  
My participation in the Charlotte Research Schol-

ars program has been a blessing and most of all an 

unforgettable learning experience. The program 

gave me a new profound confidence in myself as a 

researcher and an aspiring graduate student. The 

blessing of the program is the 

opportunity to be molded and 

prepared for future success. The 

research project was an emo-

tional rollercoaster. Reading 

original historical documents 

about the enslaved in Argentina, 

hearing the echoes of their voic-

es from the records, and learn-

ing about their lives, aspirations, 

and their humanity, I shed tears 

of appreciation. Many times I 

could not contain the excitement 

of knowing that I was contrib-

uting to a historical and cultural 

body of knowledge. In my re-

search, I learned how Afro-

Argentines made and shaped the 

city of Cordoba as slaves and 

free people. Their skills in dif-

ferent social and economic endeavors were critical 

in the making of the urban landscape of Cordoba, 

contrary to many contemporary writings that tend 

to erase Africans from modern Argentinean histo-

ry. My research mentor, Dr. Erika Edwards, set 

high standards for me. She showed me how to be 

a thorough and efficient researcher, how to frame 

research questions, and the processes for finding 

answers to those questions in documentary 

sources.  

 

continues on page 4 
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AFRICANA STUDIES COUNCIL 
FACULTY RESEARCH INTERESTS AND SPECIALIZATION 

 
CORE FACULTY 
Oscar de la Torre, Brazil and Afro-Latin American history  
Felix Germain, Caribbean and the African Diaspora in Europe  
Veronica Nmoma Hilliard, African Politics, Development, and Conflict  
 Studies 
Akin Ogundiran, Archaeology and Cultural History of Atlantic Africa and  
 the African Diaspora 
Tanure Ojaide, African and African Diaspora Literature/Culture 
Debra Smith, Race, Media, Pedagogy, and Communication in the US 
Dorothy Smith-Ruiz, Health, Aging and African-American Life 
Honore Missihoun, Black Atlantic, Lusophone, & Spanish Literature  
 
ADJUNCT FACULTY 
Oladimeji Aborisade, Public Policy, Governance & Health in Africa 
Felecia Harris, Women’s and Gender, African American Studies,  
 Multiculturalism and Diversity 
Charles Pinckney, Hip-Hop Studies and Black Psychology 
Annette Teasdell, African American Literature and Culture 
 
AFFILIATED FACULTY 
Takiyah Amin, African American Dance and Cultural Studies 
Jose Batista, Spanish and Caribbean Literature  
Lloyd Blenman, International Finance, Futures, Asset Pricing 
Christopher Cameron, Colonial US, Religion and African American History 
John Cox, Comparative Genocide; Modern European history: social and labor  
 history 
Erika Edwards, Colonial Latin American History, African Diaspora 
Karen Flint, History, Health and Healing in Modern Africa 
Cheryl Hicks, US/African-American History 
Charles Hutchison, Urban Education, Middle & Secondary Education 
Jeffrey Leak, African American Literature 
Richard Leeman, African American Rhetoric 
Janaka Lewis, African American Literature 
Shawn Long, Diversity and Organizational Communication  
Gregory Mixon, US/African American History 
Kendra Jason, Stratification, Race and Gender, Organizations 
Peta Katz, Cultural Anthropology of Africa: Gender 
Malin Pereira, African American Literature 
Sonya Ramsey, US/African American Gender History 
Julia Robinson-Harmon, African American Religion 
Eddy Souffrant, Ethics in International and Corporate Affairs, Caribbean  
 Philosophies 
Jodi Turner, African American Studies, Gender, Body Aesthetics 
Beth Whitaker, African Politics, Refugee Studies, and Development 
Greg Wiggan, Black Intellectuals, Urban Education, and Middle & Secondary  
 Education 
Joseph Winters, Religion, Modern Culture, Critical Theory 
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It was in my first semester in college 

when Professor Babatunde Agbaje-

Williams stopped in the middle of his 

lecture one day (I can’t remember the 

topic, or why he stopped) and stated 

that the work of a teacher, a farmer, 

and a parent is the same. How? He 

explained that the three are involved 

in planting a seed, nurturing, and 

watching the seed grow. This may be 

in the form of facilitating new 

knowledge and ideas, raising a child, 

or growing a crop. He added that the 

goal of teachers is to make sure their 

students are better than themselves; 

parents work hard and support their 

children so they can be better than 

them in whatever they do; and farm-

ers are committed to raising a better 

harvest year after year.  

 

I do not know whether this idea is 

original to my favorite professor and 

a great friend of 30 years, who retired 

this past summer. But I have been 

profoundly influenced by this obser-

vation, especially as I now have di-

rect experience in all these three 

“professions.” I am a parent. And 

before I became a teacher, I spent 

some time with my father (who was 

also a K-12 teacher) on his non-

mechanized farm. I accompanied him 

to the farm on weekends from about 

the age of nine to help pull weeds and 

to run errands such as fetching water 

from the nearby stream. Most im-

portant, I watched my father tending 

each stalk of corn with the same deli-

cate hands he used to attend to his 

students and children. And here I am. 

Life can indeed move in a circle!  

 

I have repeated the teacher-farmer-

parent analogy to my students at eve-

ry opportunity I’ve had over the past 

two decades. As I bring this concept 

to the classroom, and incorporate it  

into my pedagogy, I have come to 

appreciate that the primary goal of a 

teacher is to provide the foundational 

framework and tools of inquiry that 

would help students master the meth-

ods, theories, concepts, and previous 

interpretations of a subject. The 

teacher must then step back and 

guide, facilitate, and nurture students 

to improve those tools. The goal is to 

enable and empower students to make 

new discoveries and develop a better 

understanding of the subject matter in 

their historical, contemporary, and 

futuristic dimensions, true to the mis-

sion of liberal arts education.  

 

This is a principle of teaching that we 

cultivate everyday in the Africana 

Studies department as reflected in the 

stories that our students and recent 

alums submitted for publication in 

this newsletter. A teacher’s cup of joy 

is filled when he or she sees the spark 

in the students’ eyes, revealing the 

connections they have just made be-

tween cause and effect, between com-

plex relationships, their novel inter-

pretation of texts, and the solutions 

they have just developed by working 

on a problem set. We as teachers also 

derive utmost pleasure from our stu-

dents’ recognizing and seizing oppor-

tunities that allow them to develop 

their professional skills. 

Our responsibility as Africana Stud-

ies teachers, coaches, and educators is 

even more pertinent given the multi-

faceted nature of our subject, espe-

cially as we guide students through 

controversial and problematic ideas. 

Many conventional ideas about histo-

ry, society, and human conditions are 

often challenged in the Africana 

Studies curriculum because some of 

the assumptions that shaped those 

ideas are faulty, having originated 

from the contexts of racial prejudice, 

colonialism, and historical exclusion. 

It is obvious, then, that finding solu-

tions to some of the most challenging 

social problems of our time requires 

that we decolonize the minds of the 

young people whom we rely on to 

create a better future. This process of 

decolonization in a nurturing intellec-

tual climate creates an open mind that 

is then able to think critically outside 

the topology and typology of worn-

out conventional ideas. Students are 

surely hungry for this kind of 

knowledge as increases in the number 

and enrolment in Africana Studies–

related classes across the United 

States have shown.  

 

A recent study conducted by the De-

partment of African-American Stud-

ies at the University of Illinois at Ur-

bana-Champaign shows that 76% of 

the 1,777 U.S. colleges and universi-

ties surveyed had some form of black

-studies curriculum (including Afri-

can-American and Africana Studies), 

and that demand for Africana Studies 

courses is rising among all ethnic and 

racial groups. Our department em-

bodies this trend. After all, our stu-

dent credit-hours jumped from 1,800 

in fall 2008 to more than 3,600 in fall 

2013. This 100% increase has taken 

place in the middle of recession and 

with a virtual stand-still (even slide) 

in faculty size across the university.  

 

continues on pg. 4 

MESSAGE FROM THE 

DEPARTMENT CHAIR —  

 

AKIN OGUNDIRAN 
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I discovered that data and  arguments are not the 

only important aspects to successful historical 

research, but also the great people who support 

and believe in your quest for knowledge. Every-

thing that I have encountered as a Charlotte Re-

search Scholars participant has expanded my 

horizons as a life-long learner and a budding 

scholar.  

 

 

In addition to Dr. Ramsey and Dr. Edwards, five other 

Africana Studies faculty affiliates participated in the 

summer program as mentors and judges. Dr. Cheryl 

Hicks mentored Kate  Moore on a project titled 

“Addressing Race, Gender,  and Sexuality in American 

History,” and Dr. Chris Cameron collaborated with Elias 

Still on “Liberal Religion in Early America.” Dr. Beth 

Whitaker served as co-advisor of two students —

Sebastian Feculak and Kevin Greene — on the topic 

“Natural Resources and Armed Conflict” (also see page 

15). And, Dr. Malin Periera and Dr. Gregory Mixon 

were among the judges of the posters presented by the 

60 young scholars at the research symposium held on 

July 24 in the Student Union Building.  

 

 

 

 

With this newsletter, I am pleased to update you with the 

recent developments in our department, focusing on the 

accomplishments of our students and faculty. You will 

also read about some of the major events and curriculum-

enriching programs that the department hosted and spon-

sored over the past year, and the ones we plan to host in 

the coming months. I want to thank all our supporters 

and well-wishers for making the Africana Studies De-

partment a place of excellence for nurturing and growing 

our seeds —that is, our students—into formidable trees.  

 

I have taken the privilege, perhaps unique to department 

chairs who are also newsletter editors, to dedicate this 

newsletter to my teacher, Professor Babatunde Agbaje-

Williams, for a long career well spent; to all teachers cur-

rently affiliated with the Africana Studies Department; 

and to all our students, who, I trust, will excel in any-

thing-you-want-to-become, including being a teacher-

farmer-parent.  

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR (from pg. 3) 

Akin Ogundiran 

AFRS STUDENTS AS CHARLOTTE RESEARCH  SCHOLARS (from pg. 1) 

Pictures (clockwise from above): Dr. Sonja Ramsey and Mr. 

Joseph Graham; Ms. Kate  Moore  and Dr. Cheryl Hicks; Mr. 

Sebastian Feculak, Mr. Kevin Greene, and Dr. Beth Whitaker at 

the Charlotte Scholars Research poster presentation, 2013. 
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Editor’s Note: Early in August, I 

received the following email from one 

of our freshly-minted alumni—Mr. 

Robert A. Smith who has been an im-

portant part of our success story in 

Africana Studies. Mr. Smith was on 

the waiting list to enroll in the gradu-

ate certificate in Africana Studies 

even before we created the program.  

 

I first met him sometime in 2010 

when he came to my office to inquire 

about doing his Master’s in Africana 

Studies. I saw his dejected face when 

I told him we did not have such a pro-

gram. However, as I explained to him 

that we were in the process of creat-

ing a graduate certificate program, 

his face lit up and he pressed me fur-

ther: “why not an M.A?” He was not 

satisfied with any of my reasons 

about the university vision, priorities, 

budget, and UNC system “at this 

time”. Well, I did not expect him to 

understand all the details!  

 

However, before he left, he did men-

tion that he would be interested in 

enrolling in the graduate certificate. 

It took almost two years after our 

meeting before the program took off 

in January 2012. Mr. Robert A. 

Smith, with two prior Master’s of Sci-

ence degrees in Human Resource 

Development and in Technology Edu-

cation, was the first student to apply 

and be admitted into the program.  

 

Mr. Smith completed the program in 

May 2013. He sent the following 

email in August to Dr. Tanure Ojaide 

and I. With his permission, I am 

pleased to reproduce the email here.  

  

Professor Ogundiran and Professor 

Ojaide: 

 

I am very pleased and proud to tell 

you that I have been admitted into the 

Master’s Program in History at Indi-

ana State University. 

 

Thank you both so much for the aca-

demic support during my graduate 

studies in Africana Studies (AFRS) at 

the University of North Carolina, 

Charlotte. I must admit that coming 

from the business world into the Hu-

manities was initially a struggle for 

me. However, the AFRS Graduate 

Certificate undeniably created a 

strong academic foundation for me, 

which significantly shaped my intel-

lectual horizon and gave me longitu-

dinal and broader frameworks to un-

derstand and analyze contemporary 

social issues. This is an important 

foundation on which I will be able to 

build upon during my further gradu-

ate studies at Indiana State University 

(ISU). In his letter informing me of 

my admission into ISU’s graduate 

program in history, the Chair of the 

Department recognized the value of 

the courses within the AFRS program 

at UNC Charlotte. 

 

This is the beginning of a new chap-

ter in my life as I continue to transi-

tion from business to the humanities 

in academia. With the completion of 

this certificate program, my intention 

is to pursue a doctorate in Caribbean 

Studies at one of the leading universi-

ties in Canada, especially Queens 

University, McMaster University, 

University of Toronto, York Univer-

sity, or Carleton University.  

 

Thank you again for your wealth of 

knowledge, and most importantly, the 

sincere approaches you took to en-

hance my academic pursuits. I hope 

to become a scholar in my field one 

day and I know this hard work will 

come with a great prize. 

 

My sincere and deepest gratitude to 

the Africana Studies faculty at UNC 

Charlotte. I wish you continued suc-

cess. Please continue to cultivate the 

thoughts and behavior of the growing 

student population that comes 

through the university, but more so to 

those who come through the Africana 

Studies Department as you did with 

me. 

 

Thank you again and I will definitely 

keep in touch. 

 

Yours Truly, 

Robert A. Smith, M.S.  

Business Training Consultant  

ERRATUM 
In Volume 8 (2012) edition of the newsletter, we erroneously referred to Dr. Malin Pereira as Executive Director of the  

University Honors Program. Her correct title is Executive Director of the Honors College.  
The editor regrets this error. 



 

 

 

URSULA M. 

RHODES 

  

2013 Outstanding 

Africana Studies 

Scholar 
 

RECOGNIZED FOR  

MAINTAINING THE 

HIGHEST GPA  

AS A JUNIOR IN THE 

AFRICANA STUDIES 

MAJOR  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE RECIPIENTS 

OF THE 2013 AFRICANA STUDIES  

EXCELLENT SERVICE AWARD 

 

 

DORIAN BUCKSON 

 

JOSEPH GRAHAM 

 

JAZMINE E. STEPHENS 
 

 

AWARDED FOR THEIR SIGNIFICANT  

CONTRIBUTION TO THE SOCIAL AND  

ACADEMIC LIFE OF THE  

AFRICANA STUDIES DEPARTMENT  

ANNUAL AFRICANA STUDIES  

CONFERENCE TO FOCUS ON  

MORAL ECONOMY 
 

The 12th Annual Africana Studies confer-

ence will be held on April 2-3, 2014 and it 

will focus on the moral economy of globali-

zation and the neo-capitalist nation-state. 

From Occupy Wall Street in major U.S. cit-

ies and Moral Monday in North Carolina, to 

the Brazilian Spring protests, there are ongo-

ing popular outcries against political and eco-

nomic policies that have widened the gap 

between the rich and the poor, and exacerbat-

ed the economic woes of the working poor 

and the middle class. Speakers will be invited 

to clarify the policy debates on these issues, 

examine the impacts of these developments 

on the values and the sustainability of the 

social common, and the challenges that lie 

ahead. The annual conference will examine 

how we can better understand and proffer 

solutions to the conditions of growing ine-

quality through the lens of moral economy.  

The  conference also seeks to explore the 

humanistic value of moral economy for a 

new and sustainable paradigm for capitalism 

and development programs in the 21st centu-

ry.  

 

The 2014 conference will continue some of 

the conversations and ideas generated at the 

department’s 11th Annual Conference on 

“Caribbean Women in Contemporary Socie-

ties: Trends and Prospects”. Convened by Dr. 

Felix Germain, the conference attracted 

scholars from research universities in North 

America and the Caribbean. The partici-

pants examined the opportunities and chal-

lenges that Caribbean women face in their 

respective societies and throughout the Dias-

pora. The papers  addressed issues of labor 

and gender relations, migration and identity 

in Haiti and the Haitian Diaspora, social ac-

tivism and health in Canada, parenting and 

education in Trinidad, incarceration and 

criminality in Jamaica, performance, arts, 

sexuality, and nationalism in Curacao and 

Barbados, the relationship between represen-

tation of women in Puerto Rican cinema and 

Puerto Rican nationalism, as well as music 

and resistance in New York City.  
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MAKING HISTORY: Pierre Tshiani (right 

above) from the Democratic Republic of Congo — 

The first student to earn the B.A. Africana Studies 

Degree with  Concentration in Health and Environ-

ment.  

1st Place 

Pierre Tshiani 
THE IMPACT OF  

UNEMPLOYMENT ON 

HOMELESSNESS AMONG 

AFRICAN AMERICAN 

FAMILIES.  

(Advisor: Dr. Dorothy Smith 

Ruiz) 

  

Runners Up 

Jason Edward Graham 
HYPOCRISY MATTERS: RE

-CONCEPTUALIZING MAR-

TIN LUTHER KING, JR.’’S 

STRUGGLE ON BEHALF 

OF THE DREAM 

(Advisor: Dr. Julia Robinson) 

 

Joseph Graham 
SACRED IDEOLOGICAL 

CONSTRUCTS OF LIBERA-

TION IN THE PAN-

AFRICAN ORTHODOX 

CHURCH AND THE NA-

TION OF ISLAM 

(Advisor: Dr. Julia Robinson) 

2013 DR. MARIO AZEVEDO AFRICANA ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS 

The essay contest is named 

for long-serving chair of the 

department (1986-2006):  

Dr. Mario Azevedo 

We welcome Ms. Oweeta Shands to Africana Studies Department 

where she currently serves as Office Manager. Before coming to 

UNC Charlotte, Ms. Shands worked with the Charlotte-

Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) in various administrative capacities 

for close to 20 years. Her prior positions at CMS included Planning 

and Workforce Management Coordinator and Executive Assistant 

to the Superintendent. She attended the University of North Caroli-

na at Wilmington and Strayer University, Charlotte. 

A NEW FACE IN AFRICANA STUDIES 
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My name is Thomas “Malik” Till-

man. I am enrolled in the Africana 

Studies B.A. program with concen-

tration in Health and Environment. 

My goal is also to pursue the new 

graduate certificate that the depart-

ment offers. I resumed my education-

al endeavors after working in infor-

mation technology for 25-plus years 

as a contractor for Carolinas Medical 

Center, Central Piedmont Communi-

ty College, Jack Henry and Associ-

ates, Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools, 

Getronics, and Wachovia Bank. My 

assignments had ranged from senior 

computer operator, microcomputer 

technician, and network support 

technician to site manager.  

 

I pursued my specialized technical 

training at Central Piedmont Com-

munity College (1987). Among my 

professional certificates are Comput-

er Operations Certification (1991), 

Associate General Education Degree, 

Techskills Institute A+ (2003), Net-

work + and Microsoft Certified Pro-

fessional Certified Professional Cer-

tification. After a career in the infor-

mation technology industry, I decid-

ed to re-invent myself and pursue my 

true passion for history and culture 

by working in museums, libraries, 

and schools. I worked for Discovery 

Place Museum when it opened back 

in the early 1980s. I also worked at 

the then Afro-American Cultural 

Center (now Harvey B. Gantt Center 

for African-American Arts and Cul-

ture) as Senior Site Coordinator from 

2006 to 2009. I have been an affiliate 

of the center since it was co-founded 

by my mentor, Dr. Bertha Maxwell-

Roddey, in 1974.  

 

I am currently employed as an Out-

reach Education 

Consultant by the 

Levine Museum of 

the New South, do-

ing PowerPoint 

presentations and 

lectures in public 

and private schools. 

I am also a Property 

Manager at the 

Carole A. Hoefener 

Community Service 

Center, owned and 

operated by the 

Charlotte Housing 

Authority. I also consult with the 

Charlotte Mecklenburg Public Li-

brary to present African Drumming 

and History Workshops.  

 

I was born and raised in Charlotte. I 

am a man of this community. When I 

decided to complete my baccalaure-

ate degree, Dr. Akin Ogundiran (the 

department chair) encouraged me to 

come to UNC Charlotte and to enroll 

in the Africana Studies major. I had 

met Dr. Ogundiran through his com-

munity outreach programs. When I 

heard him talk about his vision for 

the department, I knew this was the 

place I wanted to be. This is my sec-

ond year at UNC Charlotte and I am 

loving it. I am an older student, and I 

can’t believe how much I am learn-

ing here. The professors not only 

open new frontiers of knowledge for 

me every day, but they also chal-

lenge me to discover new fields of 

knowledge for myself. Under the 

guidance of Dr. Ogundiran, through 

a professional internship at the Lati-

bah Collard Green Museum and an 

independent study, I have been able 

to embark on a research project that 

builds on my passion for the history 

of Africans in the diaspora. Titled 

“Black Charlotte,” my objective is to 

construct an installation at the exhi-

bition space of the Latibah Museum 

and later at the Atkins Library at 

UNC Charlotte that will promote an 

understanding and inspire apprecia-

tion of the experiences, achieve-

ments, and contributions made by 

African-Americans to the Queen 

City. This massive undertaking is 

being cultivated by my relentless 

research efforts, which I have been 

pursuing since 1995. This includes 

gathering historical data, news clips, 

letters, postcards, business ledgers, 

old books, African-American news-

papers, diaries, pictures, artifacts and 

oral communication in the form of 

interviews with the elders in the 

community.  

 

The first phase of the project in-

volved developing an outline for ex-

hibit planning, research, develop-

ment, interpretive text writing, edit-

ing, exhibit and graphic design, artis-

tic fabrication, custom woodworking 

and project management under the 

supervision of Latibah’s Founder and 

Executive Director, Tony Feimster.  

continues on pg.  9 
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I am an Urban Education doctoral 

student in the College of Education. 

Before moving to Charlotte, I was an 

alternative school teacher for Atlanta 

Public Schools. It is my belief that all 

students deserve a rigorous education 

with curriculum components that in-

volve student history and culture. 

Afrocentric theorists such as George 

Dei and Molefi Asante have influ-

enced my personal quest to under-

stand the need for Afrocentricity 

within school curriculum. I believe 

Africa must be accorded a place of 

importance and value in liberal arts 

and K–12 curriculum in order to ex-

pand the global horizon of all stu-

dents, and to empower not only Afri-

can-American students but all stu-

dents.  

 

Africa has been marginalized in so-

cial studies and history curricula. Ta-

les of the diaspora have been diluted 

to create simple additive stories in 

American history classes. I believe 

school curricula must implement 

more accurate accounts of African 

and African Diaspora experiences. 

More importantly, the use of Africa-

centered philosophy and social theo-

ries must be explored as an option to 

liberate and transform the minds of 

African-American youth within the 

United States. My passion in urban 

education has blossomed since enrol-

ling in the Curriculum and Instruction 

program at UNC Charlotte.  

 

A graduate certificate in Africana 

Studies is enabling me to gain a deep-

er understanding of African and Afri-

can Diaspora history, literature, and 

culture. In addition, this graduate cer-

tificate is deepening my knowledge 

of content materials. Schools need 

educators and educational leaders to 

deliver an unfaltering education, free 

of hegemonic influences that have 

tainted information in American his-

tory and kept generations of citizens 

uninformed about Africa and Black 

people. I believe you cannot teach 

students the truth and critical thinking 

without centering Africa in the cur-

riculum— humanistic, social scienc-

es, and the sciences.  

WHY I ENROLLED IN THE AFRICANA STUDIES GRADUATE 

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM  

by 

Marcia Watson 

 This exhibit will include the life experiences 

of African-Americans from colonial period  

through the time Charlotte was incorporated 

as a township in 1768, to the present. The 

installation will follow a timeline that ex-

plores the many events and circumstances 

that involved the Africa-descended popula-

tions from the early days to modern times. 

My ultimate goal as curator of this project is 

to inspire dialogue on issues ranging from 

race-relations, government policies, civil 

rights, business, and education, to labor, land, 

environment, and urban development. I am 

fortunate to have the blessing of my mentor, 

Dr. Bertha Maxwell-Roddey, and many other 

community leaders, for this project. I am 

grateful that I am studying what I am pas-

sionate about, and that I have the support to 

use my knowledge to do something creative 

and relevant to my community. 

Thomas “Malik” Tillman, from pg. 8 

Malik, playing his djembe drum at an AFRS event, 2012 



 

 

 

PROFESSOR JODI TURNER AND MY PUBLISHED ARTICLE ON W. E. B. DUBOIS 
L’Monique King* 
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In the fall of 2012, I took a class on “African 

American Aesthetics of the Body” taught by Pro-

fessor Jodi Turner, Associate Director of Multi-

cultural Academic Services (right). It was the 

first time the class was offered by the Africana 

Studies Department. Towards the end of the se-

mester, I completed an assignment wherein my 

professor suggested that I submit my paper to a 

peer-reviewed journal. I was taken aback by the 

compliment because Professor Turner, a caring 

instructor who surely holds her students to high 

standards of excellence, does not frivolously hand 

out accolades. I was reluctant to take myself through the peer review process. I did not 

think I was ready, but Professor Turner encouraged me to do so. 

  

Shortly after, I anxiously submitted the paper. After months of review process, which included revisions and editing, 

my paper was accepted and has been published electronically and in hardcopy form. I am thrilled that I can now be 

counted among the scholars of Dr. W. E. B. DuBois’s Talented Tenth Theory. I thank Professor Turner for making 

this possible.  

* L’Monique King is a senior and will graduate in December 2013 with B. A. in English and Minor in Africana Studies. Her 

goal is to utilize her skills, experience and degree in community service organizations and teaching English Language in High 

School.    

 B..A. Africana Studies, Summer 2013 

 President of the Africana Studies Club, 2012–13. 

 Received a fellowship for the 2013 Charlotte Research Scholars (CRS) summer program to work with Dr. Sonya 

Ramsey to research black women in the Civil Rights Movement. 

 Presented a paper, “Analyzing Hip Hop & Lynching of the African-American Image through the Lenses of 

Girard’s Mimetic Theory,” at the Colloquium on Violence and Religion held at the University of Iowa, July 10–

13. [Faculty Sponsors: Dr. Julia Robinson and Dr. Joseph Winters, Religious Studies Department]. 

 Participated in a Diversity Workshop of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, titled “Moving Beyond Toler-

ance: Workshop for Students and Faculty.” The workshop focused on campus climate and diversity issues with 

student experiences and perceptions [Spring 2013]. 

 Accepted membership in the International Sociology Honor Society, UNC Charlotte chapter. 

 Member of Alpha Sigma Lambda Honor Society. 

 Currently enrolled in the Sociology M.A. program at UNC Charlotte. 

Continues on pg. 11 

JOSEPH GRAHAM: RECENT ALUMNUS PROFILE 

Citation: King, L’Monique (2013) “The Relevance and Redefining of Du Bois’s Talented Tenth: Two Centuries Lat-

er,” Interdisciplinary Journal of Undergraduate Research: Vol. 2 (1), Article 9. (Available at: http://

digitalcommons.northgeorgia.edu/papersandpubs/vol2/iss1/9) 



 

 

 

ALUMNA RETURNS FROM TANZANIA—CHERNITA MOORE 
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In the last edition of the Newsletter, we featured Ms. 

Chernita Moore (Class of 2012, double major in Africa-

na Studies and English), who had just arrived in Tanza-

nia to participate in the WorldTeach program.  

Chernita is now back in the U.S. She sent the following 

update. 

During my one-year stay in Tanzania, I taught English at 

Kipingo Secondary School in the Morogoro region, in the 

east of the country. I taught Forms 1, 3, and 4 (equivalent 

to 7th, 8th, and 9th grades in the U.S.). I engaged in other 

projects, including developing the school’s first library. 

For this project, I raised money through my home church 

in North Carolina for the purchase of the school’s first 

computer, printer, and photocopier. The impacts of these 

basic tools were immediate on the teachers and the stu-

dents. Information became easier to access and distribute. 

I also served as the Head Supervisor of the Debate Club 

and Assistant of Sports and Games. I thoroughly enjoyed 

the WorldTeach program. It was a life-changing experi-

ence for me. Living in a rural environment in Tanzania 

where fifteen students often shared one book, and yet 

were committed to learning and curious about other plac-

es and cultures, gave me new perspectives about life. The 

community of Kipingo 

was accommodating and 

supportive of me. I truly 

miss them, and I look 

forward to returning to 

Tanzania one day. 

 

Now that I am back in the 

U.S., I am planning to 

enroll in the Master of 

Arts in Teaching program 

at UNC Charlotte, focus-

ing on English as a Sec-

ond Language. My goal is 

to work as an ESL teach-

er, to encourage and men-

tor students of different 

cultural backgrounds so 

they can get through the hardships of learning a new lan-

guage and a new culture. I would like to use the 

knowledge gained from this program to embark upon 

international work. I want to help students enhance their 

learning process and their ability to cope with the unfa-

miliar. I want to make a difference not only in the class-

room but also in the community. In order to be an influ-

ential teacher, one cannot just stay inside one’s comfort 

zone but must go outside to reach as many people as pos-

sible. This is one lesson I have learned from my Tanzania 

experience. 

 Invited to the 2014 Sundance Film Festival for writing a song for the soundtrack of the film Wilmington on Fire, a 

feature-length documentary that will give a historical and present-day look at the Wilmington Massacre of 1898 and 

how the descendants of the victims of the event are asking for legal action in regards to compensation / reparations.* 

 

* The Wilmington Massacre of 1898 was a bloody attack on the African-American community by a heavily armed 

white mob on November 10, 1898 in the port city of Wilmington, North Carolina. It is also considered one of the only 

examples in U.S. history of a violent overthrow of an existing government (coup d’état) that left countless numbers of 

African-American citizens dead. This event was the springboard for the white supremacy movement and Jim Crow 

(segregation) throughout the state of North Carolina, and the American South. 

Joseph Graham (from pg. 10) 



 

 

 

SCHOLAR OF GENOCIDE BECOMES NEW AFFILIATE FACULTY 
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Dr. John Cox has joined the rank  of 

the Africana Studies faculty affiliate. 

Dr. Cox is an associate professor of 

Holocaust, genocide, and human-

rights studies in the Department of 

Global, International & Area Stud-

ies. He earned his Ph.D. in History at 

UNC Chapel Hill in 2005. After 

teaching at Florida Gulf Coast Uni-

versity (FGCU) for five 

years, John came to UNC Charlotte 

two years ago.  

 

Dr. Cox’s research and teaching in-

terests include comparative genocide; 

modern European history, with an 

emphasis on social and labor history; 

and “resistance” in its various forms 

in the modern world. His first book, 

Circles of Resistance: Jewish, Leftist, 

and Youth Dissidence in Nazi Germa-

ny, was published in 2009, and his To 

Kill a People: Genocide in the Twen-

tieth Century (with chapters on the 

Armenian, Nazi, Cambodian, and 

Rwandan genocides) will be pub-

lished by Pearson Prentice Hall later 

in 2013. This summer, John pub-

lished an article in Global Dia-

logue showing the centrality of anti-

black and anti-Slav racism to Nazi 

thought and practice. In 2012, he con-

tributed a chapter on Jewish re-

sistance to an important Holocaust 

anthology (Routledge History of the 

Holocaust). A labor and political ac-

tivist for many years before entering 

graduate school, Cox has also written 

and spoken for wider audiences on a 

variety of issues related to contempo-

rary human rights, racism, Islam-

ophobia, and war. 

 

John founded and directed 

FGCU’s Holocaust and genocide 

studies center, and is coordinating 

UNC Charlotte’s Center for Holo-

caust, Genocide & Human Rights 

Studies. Over the last two years, the 

Center has sponsored lectures, films, 

panel discussions, and other events to 

raise awareness not only on the Holo-

caust and other genocides, but 

on such current issues as sex traffick-

ing and modern-day slavery. This 

academic year, the Center is organiz-

ing its second “Study Abroad” trip to 

Auschwitz and is holding events on 

the Chilean coup of 1973 and its con-

sequences; the Bosnian war and gen-

ocide; and conflict over resources in 

central and northeast Africa. 

Community organizing has long been an important strate-

gy for self-help and grassroots development in the Afri-

cana world, whether the concern is to secure social jus-

tice, improve living conditions, give voice to the grass-

roots in shaping public policy, or to advance the general 

interests of marginalized populations for political re-

forms. And it is an indispensable tool to help galvanize 

action for addressing some of the challenges facing con-

temporary black subjects around the world, whether the 

community is defined as a neighborhood, a region, the 

nation-state, or a transnational entity. This is one of the 

conclusions reached at the conference held at UNC Char-

lotte on October 22, 2012 in honor of Dr. Ola Aborisade, 

who turned eighty during the year. The presenters at the 

conference then offered a myriad of conceptual frame-

works for researching, studying, and implementing com-

munity organizing in the twenty-first century. These 

frameworks are cognizant of the new media, transnation-

al networks, and deep historical analysis. 

 

The one-day conference, titled “Community Engagement 

and Citizen Empowerment in Africa and the African Di-

aspora,” featured scholars, university administrators, and 

students, as well as Professor Aborisade’s colleagues, 

friends, and family members from Nigeria, Canada, Unit-

ed Kingdom, and the United States. 

 

Dr. Bill Hill, Senior Associate Dean in the College of 

Liberal Arts and Sciences, gave the welcome and open-

ing remarks during which he extolled the virtues of Dr. 

Aborisade as a teacher and mentor. Dr. Hill expressed his 

gratitude to “Ola,” as he is fondly called by everyone, for 

his nineteen-year service to the institution.  
Continues on pg. 13 

THE CONFERENCE IN HONOR OF DR. OLA ABORISADE RECHARGES THE CONCEPT AND 

STRATEGIES OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZING 



 

 

 

FACULTY LEADERSHIP: EDDY SOUFFRANT IS IN CHARGE 
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Africana Studies Faculty Affiliate and Associate Professor of Philosophy, Dr. 

Eddy Souffrant, assumed the leadership of the Faculty Council in July. He was 

elected president of the council in spring 2012, and served as the council’s 

president-elect for one year before taking full charge of the faculty governing 

body for the 2013–14 academic year. The Faculty Council at UNC Charlotte is 

constituted by Article III of the Constitution to serve as a policy-making and 

consultative body, responsible not only for conducting the affairs of the faculty 

but also for safeguarding the quality of instruction and scholarship at the Uni-

versity as outlined by the Board of Trustees of the University of North Caroli-

na at Charlotte and the Board of Governors of the University of North Caroli-

na. The Faculty Council is composed of one elected voting member from each 

academic unit in the university and by the ex-officio, voting members com-

prised of the Faculty Executive Committee, the Chancellor, the Provost and 

Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, the Vice Chancellor for Student Af-

fairs, the Vice Chancellor for Development, the Dean of the Graduate School, 

the University Librarian, and the Deans of each of the Colleges of the Univer-

sity. [source: http://facultygovernance.uncc.edu/committees/descriptions/

faculty-council, accessed September 21, 2013].  

 

Dr. Souffrant has represented the University at the UNC Faculty Assembly 

since the fall of 2009 and was elected three times to its executive committee. Dr. Souffrant’s scholarship and teach-

ing focus on the general area of Ethics, and Social and Political Philosophy with a special emphasis on applied phi-

losophy. His forthcoming book, titled Identity, Political Freedom and Collective Responsibility, explores the foun-

dations of global ethics. He is also currently working on an edited volume that examines the philosophical and prac-

tical tensions of contemporary trans-border national and individual relations. 

Many of the presenters at the conference shared their memories of Dr. Abor-

isade’s pioneering work as a scholar and an administrator who built Africa’s 

first institutional structure for local government studies in his native country 

Nigeria. 

 

The presenters at the conference included Dr. Mario Azevedo (former chair 

of the Africana Studies Department at UNC Charlotte), now Interim Dean at 

the College of Public Service, Jackson State University, Mississippi, and 

Professor Toyin Falola, the Jacob and Frances Sanger Mossiker Chair in the 

Humanities at the University of Texas at Austin. The symposium was also 

attended by Dean Nancy Gutierrez and Associate Dean Banita Brown of the 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, as well as Professor Malin Pereira, 

Executive Director of the Honors College. 

 

The revised papers presented at the conference are scheduled for publication 

in a special volume of Ofo: Journal of Transatlantic Studies in early 2014. 

 
Dr. Aborisade flanked by the Chair of Africana Studies, Dr. Akin Ogundiran and the 

Chair of Political Science and Public Administration, Dr. Gregory Weeks during the 

presentation of an appreciation plaque to commemorate the occasion 

CONFERENCE HONORS DR. OLA ABORISADE AT 80 (from pg. 12) 

 

http://facultygovernance.uncc.edu/committees/descriptions/faculty-council
http://facultygovernance.uncc.edu/committees/descriptions/faculty-council


 

 

 

RECENT FACULTY PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES  
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Dr. Felix Germain was actively engaged in promoting UNC Charlotte’s intellectu-

al mission during the academic year 2012–2013. He presented his work-in-progress 

at a French Studies workshop organized by UNC Charlotte and Davidson College. 

Additionally, he presented a paper at a conference that honored the lifelong accom-

plishments of Professor Oladimeji Aborisade, who pioneered the study of local poli-

tics/government in Nigeria. In March 2013, Dr. Germain was invited by the Univer-

sité des Antilles et de la Guyane, where he presented a paper in French titled 

“Migration noire et nationalisme noir aux États-Unis: Co-habitation ou con-

flit” (http://www.manioc.org/fichiers/V13033). This presentation was instrumental 

in allowing Dr. Germain to craft a new article, “A ‘New’ Black Nationalism in the 

USA and France,” which is forthcoming in the Journal of African-American Studies. Dr. Germain also organized the 

Africana Studies department’s 11th annual symposium, “Caribbean Women in Contemporary Societies: Trends and 

Prospects.” He is currently editing the participants’ submissions, to be published in Palimpsest: A Journal on Wom-

en, Gender, and the Black International, as a special issue on Caribbean women. Lastly, Dr. Germain received a 

CLAS Junior Faculty Development Grant for the fall 2013, which he is utilizing to revise his book manuscript, De-

colonizing the Republic: African and Caribbean Migrants in Postwar Paris (1946–1974). 

 

 

Dr. Akin Ogundiran delivered several lectures and professional papers at various institutions and professional asso-

ciations over the past twelve months. In September 2012, he was invited to Cambridge University to present at the 

conference on African Archaeology in Global Perspective. During his visit to the UK, he also gave a talk titled 

“Archaeology of Oyo Empire” at the University of East Anglia, Norwich. On January 3, 2013, he was a discussant at 

a panel on the “Geographies of Rural and Urban Africa” at the American Historical Association’s conference in New 

Orleans. He returned to the UK on January 9 to attend the Society of Historical Archaeology conference in Leicester 

where he co-organized (with Dr. Zoe Crossland of Columbia University) a panel on “History, Archaeology, and 

Memory Work in African contexts” generously sponsored by the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Re-

search. Dr. Ogundiran was interviewed for the QCity Metro story on the award-winning Broadway musical “Fela!” 

which showed at the Blumenthal Performing Arts Center, February 24 & 25. The same month, he participated in a 

panel discussion at the Harvey B. Gantt Center for African American Arts and Culture on the life of the legendary 

Nigerian political activist, musician, and stage performer, Fela Anikulapo Kuti. In April, Ogundiran co-authored a 

paper, “The African City: Yoruba and Swahili 

Urbanism” (with Dr. Chap Kusimba, Field Mu-

seum, Chicago), which was presented at the 

Society of American Archaeology 78th Annual 

Meeting in Honolulu. And from May 10 to 12, 

he was one of thirteen scholars from Africa, 

North America, and Europe, invited by Dum-

barton Oaks (Washington DC) to participate in 

the symposium on Cultural Landscape Heritage 

in Sub-Saharan Africa (picture, right). There, 

he presented a paper titled “Place and Practice 

in Osun Grove (Nigeria): Analysis of a Land-

scape Multiplex”. In September 10, 2013, he 

gave a talk on “Brass, Glass, Terracotta: Crafts 

of Power and Authority in Classic Yoruba Civ-

ilization” to the Central Carolinas Chapter of 

the Archaeological Institute of America at Da-

vidson College, jointly sponsored by the De-

partment of Anthropology of the institution.  

http://www.manioc.org/gsdl/cgi-bin/library?e=d-11000-00---off-ffichiers--00-1----0-10-0---0---0direct-10---4-------0-1l--11-fr-Zz-1---20-about---00-3-1-01-0-0-11-1-0utfZz-8-00&a=q&q=S%c3%a9minaire+%22Migration+noire+et+nationalisme+noir+aux+Etats-Unis+co-habi
http://www.manioc.org/gsdl/cgi-bin/library?e=d-11000-00---off-ffichiers--00-1----0-10-0---0---0direct-10---4-------0-1l--11-fr-Zz-1---20-about---00-3-1-01-0-0-11-1-0utfZz-8-00&a=q&q=S%c3%a9minaire+%22Migration+noire+et+nationalisme+noir+aux+Etats-Unis+co-habi
https://mail.uncc.edu/OWA/redir.aspx?C=dLPJDk4rEkGRD6lKQBGNV-EuuWkoh9AIt19uQQXJGG9HucLk3OZIKLXqby4nQ1Zj_we70yqsHOE.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.manioc.org%2ffichiers%2fV13033


 

 

 

MORE ON FACULTY PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIIES 
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Dr. Debra C. Smith parlayed her keen interest in innovative teaching into a grant award of 

$25,000 from the UNC Charlotte Center for Teaching and Learning.  The grant allowed Dr. 

Smith and Dr. Felix Germain to redesign the introductory course in Africana Studies to a 

100% online interactive course. Additionally, Dr. Smith collaborated with Professor Debo-

rah Ryan from the College of Arts and Architecture in earning a Faculty Research Grant in 

the amount of $7,500.  The grant was used to develop the first-ever course collaboration 

between the Department of Africana Studies and the College of Arts and Architecture.  The 

grant resulted in a course titled “Race and Community Design.” Dr. Smith’s community-

service efforts include a project in which she collected the oral histories of 20 African-

American female professional pioneers in Charlotte. Dr. Smith co-authored an article, 

“Mediating Culture: Media Literacy and Cultural Awareness: The Representation of Race 

and Ethnicity in Maya and Miguel,” in the journal Library and Information Science. Dr. 

Smith was also quoted in a Charlotte Observer article titled “The Afro is back—this time in 

a freer, more natural form” (August 2013). 

AFRICANIST FACULTY AND POLITICAL SCIENTIST IS PART OF A MAJOR GRANT TO  

STUDY CONFLICT IN AFRICA 
Dr. Beth E. Whitaker and members of her research team at UNC Charlotte have been awarded an $825,537 grant 

from the Department of Defense to study the relationships between natural resources and armed conflicts in the de-

veloping world. Dr. Whitaker will be responsible for the African component of the research. This past year, she 

worked with four undergraduate research assistants to develop a database on how rebel groups exploited natural re-

sources and external social networks to fund their armed operations in Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Uganda, and Sudan. Future studies will focus on the oil industry and conflict in Nigeria, and blood diamond conflict 

in Sierra Leone, among others. Dr. Whitaker is an Africana Studies Affiliate Faculty, and Associate Professor, Asso-

ciate Chair, and Undergraduate Director in the Department of Political Science and Public Administration. The other 

members of the research team include Dr. James Walsh and Dr. Justin Conrad of the Department of Political Science 

and Public Administration. 

 

 

FULBRIGHT FELLOWSHIP 
Dr. Tanure Ojaide received a one-year Fulbright Fellowship for the 2013–14 academic year to conduct a compara-

tive study of the Udje dance songs of the Urhobo of Nigeria, African-American Greek Step Show, Battle Rap, Afro-

Caribbean Calypso, Afro-Brazilian Capoeira, and Jongo. He is currently at the University of Abuja, Nigeria, conduct-

ing fieldwork for the study. 

 

 

DR. HONORÉ MISSIHOUN HONORED FOR FACILITATING ACCESS 

Dr. Honoré Missihoun was one of the five University employees presented with the 2012-13 Outstanding Faculty 

and Staff Award by the Office of Disability Services in recognition of their “strong commitment to accessibility- and 

disability-related issues”.  



 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
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Tanure Ojaide. Love Gifts—a collection of poems—is 

yet another footprint of Ojaide’s poetic journey in which 

he uncovers new insights into the long relationship be-

tween the minstrel and his muse. He uses the relationship 

of the two characters to unpack the dreams, desires, frus-

trations, hopes, contentment, and the meaning of living. 

On this poetic canvas, filled with brightly colored cou-

plets, the two figures sing about their relationships in an 

all-embracing manner, swaying as they share their unique 

relationship with readers. It is a relationship that affirms 

their humanity and also revealing of the complicated life 

journey they go through every day, every hour. In this 

collection of seventy poems, Ojaide has given us what he 

calls “a sort of courtship sequence,” a notice that there 

will be more about this courtship in the near future. We 

are waiting. 

 

Dr. Oscar de la Torre. “‘The Land is Ours and We Are 

Free to Do All that We Want’: Quilombos and Black Ru-

ral Protest in Amazonia, Brazil, 1917–1929,” The Latin 

Americanist 56 (4), 33–56, examines the recent political 

mobilization of black rural communities in the context of 

the Brazilian Affirmative Action policies. Dr. De la Torre 

offers a long-term historical analysis of how these de-

scendants of runaway slaves, called quilombos or 

mocambos in Brazil, have used their identities and histo-

ry to negotiate citizenship rights and self-control over 

their land. The article offers new comparative insights 

into the strategies of Brazil’s black political movements, 

especially between the urban and rural populations. 

 

Dr. Akin Ogundiran. “Towns and States in Rainforest 

West Africa,” in Oxford Handbook of African Archaeolo-

gy (Oxford University Press, 2013), Peter Mitchell and 

Paul Lane, eds., pp. 855–869. The essay offers a new in-

terpretation of the origins of cities and states in the West 

African rainforest. Using the results of new archaeologi-

cal finds in Nigeria and Ghana especially, he shows not 

only that cities and kingdoms flourished in the rainforest 

belt of West Africa during the second half of the first 

millennium A.D., but that these urban centers and states 

were founded on the principles of community building 

and cosmopolitanism. The essay offers new evidence and 

interpretation that debunks the “tribal model” of African 

history. 

 

 

Dr. Ogundiran is also the author of an article in the June 

issue of The American Historical Review titled “The End 

of Prehistory?: An Africanist Comment”. The article ex-

amines the nature and practice of history with emphasis 

on the questions of temporality (experience and social 

relations of time), scale, periodization, and modernity.  

 

Emily S. Kinsky and Debra C. Smith. “Mediating Cul-

ture: Media Literacy and Cultural Awareness: The Repre-

sentation of Race and Ethnicity in Maya and Miguel,” in 

Mark Hepworth and Geoff Walton (eds.), Developing 

People’s Information Capabilities (Library and Infor-

mation Science, Volume 8), Emerald Group Publishing 

Limited, 2013, pp. 81–96. The article examines how the 

media influence children’s understanding of people and 

cultures outside of their own by applying the theories of 

adolescent learning (including cognitive, personal, social, 

and moral development) to an analysis of the Maya & 

Miguel TV program. The authors raise questions on how 

race, ethnicity, and culture are represented in the pro-

gram, especially showing the vulnerability of children to 

misinformation and stereotypes perpetuated in the popu-

lar TV episodes. They then develop a series of education-

al tools and pedagogical frameworks that parents, guardi-

ans, and educators can use to improve the media/visual 

literacy and critical thinking skills of their youngsters.  

 

Dr. Malin Pereira. Africana Studies Affiliate Faculty, 

Professor of English, and Executive Director of Honors 

College, authored three publications on African-

American Literature in summer 2013: 

 

“Elizabeth Alexander.” Dictionary of Literary Biog-

raphy. Volume 372: Twenty-First-Century American 

Poets. Ed. John Cusatis. Gale (2013): 3–10. 

 

“Wanda Coleman.” Dictionary of Literary Biography. 

Volume 372: Twenty-First-Century American Poets. Ed. 

John Cusatis. Gale (2013): 86–91. 

 

“Re-Reading Trethewey through Mixed Race Studies.” 

Special Issue on Natasha Trethewey. The Southern Quar-

terly: A Journal of Arts and Letters in the South 50.4 

(Summer 2013): 40 pages.  



 

 

 

TANURE OJAIDE AT THE 23RD INTERNATIONAL POETRY FESTIVAL IN MEDELLIN, COLOMBIA 
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Tanure Ojaide, poet, fiction writer, scholar, and Frank 

Porter Graham Professor of Africana Studies at The Uni-

versity of North Carolina at Charlotte, participated in the 

23rd International Poetry Festival, Medellin, Colombia, 

July 6–13. He was one of five African poets invited to the 

festival. Other poets came from South America, Europe, 

Asia, and Oceania. The other African poets at the festival 

were Werewere Liking (Ivory Coast/Cameroon), Gabriel 

Okoundji (Congo Brazzaville), Zolani Mkiva (South Af-

rica), and Achour Fenni (Algeria). The theme of the poet-

ry festival—“Myth and Utopia”—was dedicated to 1,000 

years of peace in Colombia, to underscore the violence 

which has been plaguing the country for decades.The 

International Poetry Festival of Medellin has taken place 

every year since 1991, gathering numerous poets in talks, 

lectures, and readings. Medellin, known as “the City of 

Eternal Spring,” is Colombia’s second-largest city.  

Ojaide’s activities at the poetry festival included daily 

readings at different venues in Medellin—the Univer-

sidad de Antioquia and Museo de Antioquia—and in 

towns such as Santo Domingo and Tarso. His poems, like 

those of others, were translated into Spanish. A Colombi-

an Spanish-speaking reader, David Ocampo, read 

Ojaide’s poems in Spanish after he performed each one 

in English. 

 

One of the highlights of the International Poetry Festival 

was the presentation of a “Collective Statement” by the 

African and Haitian poets—Tanure Ojaide, Werewere 

Liking, Gabriel Okoundji, Mkiva, and Josaphat-Robert 

Large—to the director of the festival, Fernando Rendon. 

Ojaide read the message and did the presentation on be-

half of the African poets at the festival. The “Statement,” 

dated July 9, 2013, reads thus: 

On behalf of the African poets participating 

in the International Poetry Festival, Medellin, Co-

lombia, we thank Fernando Rendon and the peo-

ple of Colombia for the warm welcome accorded 

to us.  

Today it is not as Nigerian, Ivorian, Came-

roonian, Congolese, or South African that we 

speak but as the collective voice of Africa. We ap-

preciate the respect for our Nelson Mandela and 

the wish for his recovery at the opening ceremony 

of the Festival. Even though we, Africans and 

Colombians, are [an] ocean apart, we share 

similar experiences. These experiences range 

from the same history, including slavery con-

nections that informed the Palenqueros and 

Benkos Bioho; to cultures with deep sense of 

hospitality, and landscapes of familiar vegeta-

tions. We hope that one day, in return, we would 

invite Colombian poets to literary festivals in 

Africa. We fervently wish to extend the dream of 

one thousand years of peace conceived for Co-

lombia to the rest of the world.  

 

Tanure Ojaide’s poems, “Remembering” and “The 

Cows of Mt. San Angelo,” are published in English 

and Spanish in Revista de Poesia Prometeo No. 94–

95: Memoria del 23 Festival Internacional de Poe-

sia de Medelli, the official publication of the poetry 

festival (http://www.festivaldepoesiademedellin.org/

pub.php/es/Revista/ultimas_ediciones/94-95/index.html).  

“I have attended many international poetry festivals be-

fore,” Ojaide reminisced, “but this is . . . the biggest poet-

ry festival in the world, bringing poets from all the re-

gions of the globe. There is exhilaration when the poet 

connects with an enthusiastic audience of about three 

thousand. It is one of the best ‘beauties’ I have seen.” 

Tanure Ojaide’s most recent poetry book publication is 

Love Gifts (New York: African Heritage Press, 2013). 
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Scenes from Department’s 

Events in spring 2013  

(from top-left clockwise) 

1. Dr. Tanure Ojaide, speaker at 

the Personally Speaking event 

titled “The Beauty I Have Seen”.  

2-3. 11th Annual Conference  

titled Carbbean Women. 

4: Dr. Ray Kea illustrating a 

point at the African Civilization 

Colloquium. 

5. Dr. Nicholas David presented 

his talk on the ancient monu-

ments at the African Civilization 

Colloquium. 

6. Ms. Monique Wilson 

(Registrar’s Office) at  the Afri-

can Civilization Colloquium. 



 

 

 

THE BMR LECTURE ENTERS ITS FIFTH YEAR AND FOCUSES ON BLACK FAMILIES 
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All hands are on deck in the Africana 

Studies Department to host the Fifth 

Dr. Bertha Maxwell-Roddey Distin-

guished Africana Lecture (BMR Lec-

ture) on October 16, 3:30–5:00 p.m. 

The lecture will take place in the Epic 

Building (G256), opposite the 49er 

football stadium, on the university’s 

main campus (for directions: https://

epic.uncc.edu/directions). This year’s 

topic, A New Look at Black Families, 

will be presented by eminent sociolo-

gist and social activist scholar, Dr. 

Charles Vert Willie, the Charles Wil-

liam Eliot Professor of Education 

Emeritus at Harvard University.   

 

This year’s speaker is a contemporary 

of Dr. Bertha Maxwell-Roddey. A 

native of Dallas, Charles Willie grad-

uated from Morehouse College in 

1948 and was a classmate of Martin 

Luther King, Jr.  He earned his Ph.D. 

in Sociology in 1957 from the Max-

well School of Citizenship and Public 

Affairs at Syracuse University. Dr. 

Willie describes himself as an applied 

sociologist who is concerned with 

solving social problems. His interests 

in teaching, research, and public poli-

cy focus on elementary, secondary, 

and higher education; race and ethnic 

relations; family affairs; public 

health; and community organizations.  

He has fruitfully applied these inter-

ests in the academy, public service, 

and theological seminary. Dr. 

Willie’s most recent books, published 

during the past decade, include 

Grassroots Social Action: Lessons in 

People Power Movements (2008), co-

authored and edited with Steven 

Ridini and David Willard; The Black 

College Mystique (2006), co-authored 

with Richard J. Reddick and Ronald 

Brown; and A New Look at Black 

Families (5th edition) co-authored 

with Richard J. Reddick. In the 

1970s, he was appointed by President 

Jimmy Carter to serve on the Presi-

dent’s Commission on Mental Health. 

He also served as a consultant and 

expert witness during the 1980s and 

1990s in several school-desegregation 

court cases. As a public intellectual, 

Dr. Charles Willie has appeared on 

several media programs, including 

NBC’s Today, CBS’s This Morning, 

ABC’s Good Morning America, the 

MacNeil/Lehrer News Hour, and Na-

tional Public Radio’s “Talk of the 

Nation” and “On Point.” Dr. Willie 

has received many awards for his 

scholarship, service, and teaching, 

including the Distinguished Scholar-

ship Award from the American Soci-

ological Association in 2005 and the 

Distinguished Career Award from the 

Association of Black Sociologists in 

1996. He has received thirteen honor-

ary degrees from institutions across 

the United States. His presentation 

will be preceded by a two-day confer-

ence including workshops and panel 

discussions on the various aspects of 

the state of black families in the U.S., 

convened by Dr. Dorothy Smith-

Ruiz.  

 

The Africana Studies Department 

inaugurated the Maxwell-Roddey 

Lecture in 2008 on the occasion of 

the fortieth anniversary of the Black 

Studies program at UNC Charlotte. 

The goal of the annual lecture is to 

facilitate the communication and ex-

change of original ideas about the 

experiences and conditions of the Af-

rica-descended populations.  

 

Named after the founding mother of 

the department, the lecture honors Dr. 

Maxwell-Roddey’s pioneering contri-

butions to the development of Africa-

na Studies as an academic discipline 

and to the building of black cultural 

and intellectual institutions in the 

Charlotte region and the United 

States as a whole. Now in its fifth 

year, the inaugural lecture, titled “The 

Future of Charlotte as a Global City: 

The Black Dimensions,” was deliv-

ered in 2009 by distinguished attor-

ney, legal scholar, and widely re-

spected Civil Rights leader Mr. James 

E. Ferguson II, president of the law 

firm Ferguson, Stein, Chambers, 

Gresham, and Sumter, P.A. The pres-

ident of Johnson C. Smith University, 

Dr. Ronald L. Carter, gave the second 

lecture, titled “Avoiding the Perfect 

Storm: A Vision of Excellence in the 

Emerging New Majority.” Honorable 

Terry Bellamy, Mayor of the City of 

Ashville (NC), gave the third lecture, 

on “Youth Empowerment: Structure 

for Developing Tomorrow’s Work-

force.” And last year, Dr. J. Lorand 

Matory,  the Director of the Center 

for African and African American 

Research at Duke University, dis-

cussed “Global Migrations and the 

Crisis of Identity in Black America.”  

 

Governor Pat McCrory, Mayor Patsy 

Kinsey, and Mecklenburg County 

Commissioner Chair, Mr. Pat Cotham 

will send delegations to the event. 

https://epic.uncc.edu/directions
https://epic.uncc.edu/directions


 

 

 

PROGRAM OF THE CONFERENCE ON AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILIES 
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October 15, 2013 

Room 111, Cone Center 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Main Campus  

Pre-Conference Workshop (1:00-3:00pm) 

The Value of a Twenty-first-century Education 

Workshop Speaker: Dr. Charles V. Willie (Charles William Eliot Professor of Education Emeritus, Harvard Universi-

ty) 

Moderator: Dr. Chance Lewis (Executive Director of the Charlotte Urban Education Collaborative, UNC Charlotte) 

 

October 16, 2013 

McKnight Auditorium, Cone Center 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Main Campus 

Session I: Families and Society: Children and Families (9:30–11:30) 

Moderator: Dr. Cynthia Hancock (Department of Sociology and the Gerontology Program, UNC Charlotte) 

Ms. Lavern Weather (Social Worker, Mecklenburg County Social Services, Charlotte, NC), “When “No” is Not an 

Option: African-American Grandparents and Their Dilemma” 

Dr. Earl Smith (Professor Emeritus, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC), “Mothers and Children in Fami-

lies of Incarcerated Men” 

Dr. Jeffrey Shears (Professor, School of Social Work, UNC Charlotte), “An Examination of African-American Fa-

thers: Effects on Children’s Development” 

Dr. Sonya Ramsey (Associate Professor, Department of History, UNC Charlotte), “Finding a Family Forever: Experi-

ences and Reflections on Adoption in African-American Families” 

 

Session II: Reflections on Race, Black Families and Society: Economic and Legal Issues (1:15–2:45)  

Moderator: Ms. Kendra Jason (Lecturer, Department of Sociology, UNC Charlotte) 

Dr. Sherri L. Clark (Lecturer, Department of Anthropology, Wake Forest University), “Home is Where the Wealth is: 

African-Americans and the Housing Debacle” 

Dr. Robert S. Smith (Associate Professor, History Department, and Director of Culture and Community Program, 

University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee), “Serving the Poor or Serving Industry I: An examination of the Social 

Services Industry and its Impact on African-American Families” 

Ms. Deborah C. Blanks (Assistant Professor, Educational Psychology and Clinical Assistant Professor, Department of 

Educational Policy and Community Studies, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee), “Serving the Poor or Serv-

ing Industry II: The Impact of the Social-Service Industry on African-American Families” 

Sponsors:  

Chancellor’s Diversity Challenge Fund 

Office of the Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

Department of Sociology at UNC Charlotte. 

Council for the Advancement of Yoruba Studies 



 

 

 

COLLOQUIUM DIGS INTO AFRICA’S DEEP PAST WITH REVEALING RESULTS AND REFLECTIONS 
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In spring 2013, the Department of 

Africana Studies presented an assort-

ment of new information and ideas 

on ancient African civilizations at the 

colloquium titled Discovering Afri-

ca’s Past for the Meaningful Under-

standing of the Present and Future 

Possibilities. Comprised of six 

presentations by scholars based in 

the U.S., Canada, and Nigeria, the 

colloquium featured the latest ar-

chaeological discoveries and new 

historical interpretations on the ori-

gins of iron and glass technologies 

dating back 4,000 years and 1,000 

years respectively in East and West 

Africa, the ancient agricultural tech-

nology based on terrace farming, 

transcontinental commerce across the 

Sahara and the Indian Ocean, the 

history of Christianity, and African 

cultural innovations in the Americas.  

 

The colloquium was integrated into 

the course on African Civilization 

that enrolled about 55 students. The 

colloquium was, however, also open 

to the other members of the universi-

ty and the larger Charlotte-

Mecklenburg community. The 

presentations were funded in part by 

the Office of the Dean of the College 

of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the Ar-

chaeological Institute of America, 

and the Council for the Advancement 

of Yoruba Studies. Additional sup-

port was provided by the Charlotte-

Africa Initiative and the Department 

of Anthropology. 

 

Below is a selection of some of the 

comments posted by students who 

attended the colloquium and were 

also enrolled in the African Civiliza-

tion class taught by Dr. Ogundiran 

and cross-listed with Africana Stud-

ies, Anthropology, and History: 

 

“. . . the guest speakers were a 

unique addition to the class. I really 

enjoyed hearing from so many differ-

ent researchers who offered very cur-

rent and new information, often chal-

lenging old paradigms. I thought they 

added not only a number of interest-

ing points about the importance of 

African history in the greater world 

narrative, but I also really liked how 

they discussed their methodology 

and approach. I think many of these 

guest lectures provided insights that 

can be used by many different fields. 

For example, some of the lecturers 

talked about expanding historical 

sources for a more accurate under-

standing of African history.”  

—Leigh Blaisdell 

 

“With so many different insights, 

during the six colloquiums, I feel it 

gave our class a wide variety of dif-

ferent points of view from many well 

renowned scholars from around the 

world. Coupled with our class as-

signments and readings, the colloqui-

um advanced my knowledge in re-

gards to the continent of Africa and 

its many contributions.”  

—Jerry Carroll 

 

“As a History and Anthropology ma-

jor and Classical Studies minor, I 

have spent tremendous time studying 

history. When I thought about Afri-

ca, Egypt is all I ever focused on. 

This class has shown me that Egypt 

was only a part of the rich and di-

verse history of Africa. Also, Afri-

ca’s impact on Western history and 

culture has been tremendous.”  

—Andrew Barbee 

 

“Being in this class has given me so 

much knowledge about the history of 

Africa and all of the resources that it 

provides. Though I was before, I am 

even more honored now to be of Af-

rican descent knowing the rich histo-

ry we have and how resourceful we 

have been with the materials availa-

ble to us. And though Egypt is not 

the only place of rich African cul-

ture, I have decided to give my 

daughter who will be born in Sep-

tember the name ‘Egypt.’ I love the 

name and what comes with it. . . . I 

have enjoyed being in this class and 

every lecture that was presented, they 

were always such a treat.”  

—Terrae McMiller 

 

“I agree! This class has been far dif-

ferent from other classes I have tak-

en. . . . I enjoyed the hybrid set-up, 

and I liked hearing different re-

searchers present their information. 

They were definitely all experts in 

their fields of study. I am glad I was 

able to experience such a unique 

class, considering how most courses 

are very standard and predictable. I 

definitely enjoyed the change!”  

—Caleb Chandler 

 

“I must admit I have learned so much 

throughout the course. The class was 

very interesting and the guest speak-

ers we had were all knowledgeable 

and showed us a different picture of 

Africa (apart from the starving chil-

dren and the wars).”  

—Amekjang Barkuei 
(see pg. 24 for more on the colloquium) 



 

 

 

GEOCHEMIST VISITS AFRICANA STUDIES TO STUDY ANCIENT AFRICAN TECHNOLOGY 
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A leading African geochemist and 

archaeometrist, Dr. O. Akinlolu Ige, 

has been appointed as a Visiting Re-

search Scholar in the Department of 

Africana Studies for one month 

(September 24 through October 24, 

2013). Dr. Ige received his doctoral 

degree in geochemistry from the 

Obafemi Awolowo University, Nige-

ria, and he completed most of his pre-

doctoral laboratory work as a German 

Academic Exchange Scholar at the 

Ludwig Macmillan University in Mu-

nich. He has also held postdoctoral 

fellowships at the University of 

Wurzburg (Germany), Cambridge 

University, and University College 

London.  

 

Dr. Ige was appointed as a research 

curator in the Natural History Muse-

um at his alma mater, Obafemi 

Awolowo University, in 1983, and 

rose to the rank of full research pro-

fessor in 2007. He served as the Di-

rector of the museum for six years. 

Dr. Ige has taught geochemistry, min-

ing geology, petrology, economic 

geology, and archaeometry. He began 

his research on the geochemistry and 

evolution of talc-bearing mafic and 

ultramafic rocks in West Africa be-

fore taking up interests in geoarchae-

ology and archaeometry. He has pub-

lished more than thirty papers on the 

intersections of geochemistry, archae-

ology, and materials research. 

 

As an archeometrist (someone who 

applies scientific techniques to the 

analysis of archaeological materials), 

he is interested in using the tech-

niques of geochemistry to study the 

history of ancient African technolo-

gies, focusing especially on the Yoru-

ba region of southwestern Nigeria. In 

this endeavor, he has analyzed a se-

ries of iron slags to reveal that the 

Yoruba were manufacturing steel im-

plements hundreds of years before the 

nineteenth centu-

ry. He has also 

applied geochem-

ical tools to study 

the provenance of 

archaeological 

finds. The most 

groundbreaking 

aspect of his ar-

chaeometry re-

search to date are 

his finds on glass 

technology.  

 

Dr. Akinlolu Ige and his colleagues, 

Dr. James Lankton and Dr. Thilo 

Rehren of University College Lon-

don, stunned the archaeological com-

munity and glass experts about seven 

years ago when they reported in the 

Journal of African Archaeology the 

evidence of unusual high-lime, high-

alumina contents of glass beads from 

Ile-Ife, an ancient urban center in 

West Africa. Glass beads were manu-

factured at industrial scale in Ile-Ife 

beginning around the 11th century. It 

was once thought that the people of 

ancient Ile-Ife were re-melting the 

glass imported from the Mediterrane-

an world. Dr. Ige and his colleagues 

demonstrated that the chemical signa-

tures of the Ife glass beads are differ-

ent from the other glasses in other 

parts of the world (ancient and mod-

ern). The team concluded that their 

findings demonstrate high-level in-

digenous technological innovation 

and that primary glass manufacture 

took place in Ile-Ife about a thousand 

years ago. Since the 2006 publication, 

Dr. Akinlolu Ige has collaborated 

with other archaeologists for more 

evidence focusing on the chemical 

composition of the excavated glass 

beads from Ile-Ife and other sites in 

Nigeria, and the sources of the raw 

materials, including the colorants, 

used to manufacture the glass. Last 

spring, Dr. Ige became the first Afri-

can geochemist to use the Laser Ab-

lation Inductively Coupled Plasma 

Mass Spectrometry (LA-ICP-MS) 

instrument at Chicago’s Field Muse-

um; with this instrument—the most 

sophisticated to date for glass analy-

sis—he furthered his investigation of 

the chemical characterization of glass 

beads from Ile-Ife and other sites in 

Nigeria. 

 

He visited UNC Charlotte in Febru-

ary to present the preliminary results 

of his latest finds as part of the spring 

colloquium on African Civilization 

(page 21). He has now returned to 

collaborate with Dr. Akin Ogundiran, 

whose archaeological finds provide 

most of the data that Dr. Ige is using 

for the analysis. During his visit, Dr. 

Ige will analyze the data from his 

laser ablation study with the goal of 

completing a research paper that he 

will submit to a peer-reviewed jour-

nal. Commenting on why he chose to 

return to UNC Charlotte, Dr. Ige stat-

ed: “The obvious attraction is that 

one of the largest collections of exca-

vated and unfinished glass specimen 

from Africa is located in the Africana 

Studies Department. I also find the 

university library (J. Murrey Atkins 

Library) to be very comprehensive 

for the kinds of research I am inter-

ested in. And as a geochemist, I am  

continues on pg. 25 



 

 

 

GLOBETROTTING WOOD SCULPTOR AND PRESERVATIONIST TOOK RESIDENCY AT 

UNC CHARLOTTE 
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Kasali Akangbe 

Ogun was the UNC 

Charlotte’s 2013 Afri-

cana Artist-in-

Residence from Feb-

ruary 7 through 

March 12. He used 

his residency to create 

a number of new 

works including an 

eight-foot wooden 

post titled “Pillar of 

Diversity and Equi-

ty.” He also presented 

on Yoruba culture 

and philosophy, and 

demonstrated wood-

carving to students 

and members of the community both on campus and at 

the Harvey B. Gantt Center for African American Arts 

and Culture. His talks focused on issues of diversity of 

knowledge in the academy, equity, heritage, identity, sus-

tainable environment, health, family, and creativity. His 

carvings were exhibited in the Africana Studies Depart-

ment between March 12 and May 13.  

 

Akangbe Ogun’s residency was funded primarily by a 

UNC Charlotte Chancellor Diversity Challenge grant, 

with the additional support of the College of Liberal Arts 

and Sciences, the College of Arts and Architecture, the 

Department of Arts and Art History, the Office of Inter-

national Programs, Atkins Library’s Special Collections, 

the Organization of African Students at UNC Charlotte, 

the Harvey B. Gantt Center for African American Arts 

and Culture, and the Council for the Advancement of 

Yoruba Studies.  

 

At the end of his residency, Kasali Akangbe Ogun shared 

the following words with us about his art, sources of in-

spiration, background, and experience at UNC Charlotte:  

I use the faces of Yoruba gods and goddesses—the 

Orisa—to tell stories . . . of travails and triumphs, 

collaboration, interconnection, and interdependen-

cy. The mythologies and iconographies of these 

Yoruba deities are my compass. The figures of 

Osun, Ogun, Sango, Oya, Obatala, Osoosi, Esu, 

and Ifa, are frequent[ly represented] in my sculp-

tures. Their stories are my stories. They give me 

direction and open new paths for my creative spir-

it. They are the inexhaustible sources of my 

philosophical reflections on morality, ethics, 

and history. These Yoruba deities give form, 

content, and meaning to my art. I spent only 

five days in the Western school [first grade]. I 

stopped attending school [due to lack of funds 

after] the sudden death of my father. I am 

therefore one of those so-called “unlettered” 

Africans, but we have our own education, 

wisdom, and philosophy. We think . . . and 

reflect on the basis of our own ontology and 

we find solutions all the time to the challenges 

of human conditions. My art is a testimony to 

this. . . . It is not Western Education that has 

taken me to Germany, the United Kingdom, 

and the United States over the past several 

years. It is my traditional African knowledge. 

I believe it is important not to lose this 

knowledge because this is where our identity 

as Black people lies. African knowledge sys-

tems must be part of the global ideas for cele-

bration and finding solutions to human prob-

lems. . . . I [see myself] as . . . a dot . . . con-

necting the past to the present, and to the fu-

ture. I thank my ancestors, Orisa Ogun, and 

Mama Adunni Suzanne Wenger, for showing 

me the way. I thank UNC Charlotte’s Africa-

na Studies Department for the opportunity to 

visit this beautiful campus and the city...[I am 

grateful] to the good people I have met along 

the way.  
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Dr. Emery Stephens, an accom-

plished baritone and Assistant Pro-

fessor of Voice at Wayne State 

University, will serve as the 2014 

Africana Artist-in-Residence from 

February 24 through 28. Dr. Ste-

phens received his Doctor of Musi-

cal Arts degree in Voice Perfor-

mance from University of Michi-

gan, and Master of Music in Voice 

Performance from Boston Universi-

ty. He has sung with Arbor Opera 

Theater, Ann Arbor Symphony, 

Orchestra Canton, Carolina Ballet, 

Cape Fear Chorale, Boston Lyric 

Opera, Opera New England, Boston 

University Opera Institute, University of Michigan Opera Theatre, 

Prism Opera, Cambridge Lieder and Opera Society, Opera-at-Longy, 

and Operafest. His operatic roles include Aeneas in Purcell’s Dido 

and Aeneas, Mel in Tippett’s The Knot Garden, Paulus and McRae in 

Weill’s Lost in the Stars, Melchior and Balthazar in Menotti’s Amahl 

and the Night Visitors, Benoit and Alcindoro in Puccini’s La 

Bohème, Second Crapshooter in Foss’s The Jumping Frog of Calav-

eras County, Shepherd and Spirit in Monteverdi’s L’Orfeo, Masetto 

in Mozart’s Don Giovanni, Father in Humperdinck’s Hansel and 

Gretel, Junius in Britten’s Rape of Lucretia, Damis in Mechem’s 

Tartuffe, Dosher in James P. Johnson’s De Organizer, and Maximili-

an in Bernstein’s Candide.  

Critical Acclaims: 

“Mr. Stephens sang with ringing suavity and articulate intelligence.” 

—The Boston Phoenix 

“Notably one of the best voices in the cast of Monteverdi’s L’Orfeo 

with the Boston Early Music Festival.” —The Boston Globe  

“Emery Stephens, Jr. possesses a deep, clear baritone voice.” —

Stockholm News  

[Sources: http://music.wayne.edu/profile.php?id=72525; http://

emerystephens.com/Page_2.html, accessed September 27, 2013] 

BARITONE EMERY STEPHENS TO SERVE AS THE SIXTH 

AFRICANA ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

Dr. Pamela Eze-Uzomaka: Department of 

Archaeology and Tourism, University of 

Nigeria, Nsukka 

February 18. On the Origins of Iron Tech-

nology in Ancient Africa: Evidence from 

Eastern Nigeria, ca. 1500 B.C. 

 

Dr. Nicholas David: Department of Anthro-

pology, University of Calgary, Alberta 

March 11. The Archaeology of the Intangi-

ble: Monumentality in Cameroon 

 

Dr. Akinlolu Ige: Professor and Director, 

Natural History Museum, Obafemi 

Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria 

March 18. Geochemical Evidence for Inde-

pendent and Primary Glassmaking Technol-

ogy in  Yoruba Civilization - Nigeria (ca. 

1000-1400 AD) 

 

Dr. Ray Kea: Department of History, Uni-

versity of California at Riverside 

March 25. Crossroads of Civilization: The 

Greater Sahara in World History 

 

Dr. James Sweet: Department of History, 

University of Wisconsin, Madison 

April 8. Africanizing Atlantic World History 

 

Dr. Jonathan R. Walz: Department of An-

thropology, Rollins College, FL 

April 22. Africa and the Indian Ocean: A 

View from Northeastern Tanzania, 500-1900 

AD 

SPRING 2013 COLLOQUIUM  ON  

AFRICAN CIVLIZATION  
(From pg. 21) 

Intersections of Knowledge 

Alicia Gainey, Class of 2013, learning the fundamentals of Yoruba 

woodcarving from master-carver Akangbe while she was also taking 

classes in Yoruba language with Dr. Ogundiran. 

http://music.wayne.edu/profile.php?id=72525
http://emerystephens.com/Page_2.html
http://emerystephens.com/Page_2.html


 

 

 

UNC CHARLOTTE SIGNS A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION WITH 

NIGERIA’S OLDEST UNIVERSITY 
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The University of North Carolina at Charlotte and the University of Iba-

dan, Nigeria have entered into a formal agreement to: 

1. promote interest in the teaching and research activities of the re-

spective institutions; 

2. collaborate on research projects; 

3. support activities in research, teaching, and training. 

The Africana Studies Department, in collaboration with the Office of In-

ternational Programs, initiated the terms of the agreement. In the 

“Memorandum of Understanding and Cooperation” (hereinafter “MOU”) 

signed by the chief executives of the two institutions, Chancellor Philip 

Dubois and Vice Chancellor (President) Isaac Adewole, the agreement 

seeks to: (1) promote the reciprocal exchange of faculty and staff for 

teaching, research, professional development, and/or participation in con-

ferences, and symposia; (2) conduct collaborative research that focuses on 

culture, archaeological studies, health, and sustainable environment; and 

(3) exchange information pertaining to innovations in teaching, student 

development, and research. Dr. Akin Ogundiran, UNC Charlotte’s coordi-

nator of the institutional collaboration, noted that this agreement occurs at 

a critical time in the rejuvenation of Africa’s higher education and the 

broadening of internationalization efforts at UNC Charlotte. “This agree-

ment offers us [UNC Charlotte] the framework to pursue new opportuni-

ties in curriculum development and professional development for both 

faculty and students through partnership and cross-fertilization of ideas 

with Nigeria’s oldest modern university and one of Africa’s leading aca-

demic institutions.” The University of Ibadan was established in 1948. Its 

alumni include Africa’s first Nobel Laureate in Literature, Professor Wole 

Soyinka, and the late literary giant, Chinua Achebe. 

intrigued and excited by the vast inter-

disciplinary interests of the Africana 

Studies Department. I was looking for 

a place where I can have conversations 

with colleagues about the chemistry 

and culture of glass, and this university 

offers me this rare opportunity. I ap-

preciate that you encourage borderless 

interdisciplinary research here in the 

department and the university as a 

whole.” In addition to his research on 

glass, Dr. Ige will work on the petro-

graphic analysis of tobacco pipes and 

traded ceramics from archaeological 

sites in West Africa. He is scheduled to 

give three lectures during his visit: 

first, on “The Chemistry and Culture of 

Ancient Glass Technology in Nigeria”; 

second, on “The Geochemist as a Hu-

manist: My Personal Journey in Inter-

disciplinary Research”; and third, 

“Growing Up in Nigeria.” 

 

Dr. Ige is available to meet with facul-

ty and students across the university to 

discuss possible collaborations. His 

email address is oige@uncc.edu and he 

can also be reached at 704-687-5558.  

GEOCHEMIST TAKES RESIDENCY IN AFRICANA STUDIES (from pg. 22) 

Above, Unfinished Glass Artifacts 
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AFRS faculty, students, and family members were guests of Perry’s Fine, Antique & Estate Jewelry at the 2013 Pride Award. 

From left to right: Mrs. and Dr. Honore Missihoun; Mr. Malik Tillman; Dr. and Mrs. Akin Ogundiran;  Ms. Sherry Shifley;  

Mrs. Farjia Fulton; and Mr. J. Michael Tracy.  

Colleagues celebrate one of their own  - Dr. Oladimeji Aborisade - on his 80th Birthday 



 

 

Gift year runs July 1st through June 30th. Gifts are tax deductive as permitted by law. 

Thank you for supporting us 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gift Amount: $______________ 
Please apply my gift to any of the following areas: 
 

         Dr. Bertha Maxwell-Roddey  
 Distinguished   Africana Lecture 
  

         Africana Student Scholarship 
 

         Africana Artist-in-Residence 
 
         African Diaspora Conference 

 
         Others____________________ 

Payment Options (check one): 

 Check Enclosed: Payable to UNC Charlotte 

Credit Card:            

Account #: ______-______-______-______ 

Exp. Date: _______/_______________ 

Signature: 
 ______________________________ 

    Online Giving 
www.giving.uncc.edu 

 Contact the Office of Uni-
versity Development at 
704-687-3443 for Bank 
Draft or Planned Giving 
(e.g., gifts of life insur-
ance,  appreciated securi-
ties, will, matching gifts), 
or if you wish to dedicate 
your gift to a loved one. 

Africana Studies Department Fund 
9201 University City Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28223-0001 

www.africana.uncc.edu     704-687-5161 

to the address  below Tear here and mail 
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AFRS GRADUATES: 

MAJOR, 2012-13 

Shirmian L. Blackwell 

Donnecia D. Brown 

Shaylei K. Byrd 

Ansley D. Harrison 

Adedoyin O. Salami 

Torrie C. Wheatley 

Jamaree B. Wilkerson 

Shanika N. Balogun  

Dorian C. Buckson  

Jaquaria S. Forney  

Eboni C. Frazier  

Joseph Graham 

Jennifer N. Hailey 

Ansley D. Harrison  

India R. Jackson  

Franchesska M. Knight  

Jasmine G. Richardson  

Jazmine E. Stephens  

Terrae M. McMiller  

Pierre M. Tshiani  

Shenelle L. Burton  

Raquel M. Bullock  

Toriano K. Graybill  

AFRS GRADUATES: 

MINOR, 2012-13 

Curtis A. Che 

Mary A. Davis 

Alicia L. Gainey 

Bryan R. Gaither 

James L. Grady 

Sheila A. Haston 

Olivia D. Hunter 

Gessel Savage 

Sandrine N. Uwera 

Armwood Nakeisha 

 

Amisha Bell 

Ryanne Bennett 

Kaustabh Chowdhury 

Vernisha Crawford 

Jamilah Harris 

Jensine Keku 

Alain Ngisulu 

Lori Perkovich 

Jashuon Richardson 

Lenairis Turner 

Graduating Seniors and Faculty, December 2012 
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“Transnational Education in a Global City” 

 

CHAIR AND NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Dr. Akin Ogundiran 

 

NEWSLETTER ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

Ms. Marcia Watson 

 

COORDINATOR, UNDERGRADUATE 

STUDIES  

Dr. Dorothy Smith-Ruiz 

 

INTERIM COORDINATOR, GRADUATE  

STUDIES 

Dr. Akin  Ogundiran 

 

Africana Studies Department 

Garinger 113 

9201 University City Blvd. 

Charlotte, NC  28223 

 

FOR GENERAL INQUIRY: 

Office Manager: Ms. Oweeta Shands 

Phone: 704-687-5161 

Fax: 704-687-3888 

Email: africana_studies@uncc.edu 

 

V IS IT  O U R  WE B S IT E  AT  

WWW . A F R IC A N A . U N C C .E D U  

THE AFRICANA STUDIES DEPARTMENT OFFERS INTERDISCIPLINARY UNDERGRADUATE MA-
JOR AND MINOR, AS  WELL AS A GRADUATE CERTIFICATE  PROGRAM. ITS CURRICULUM EM-

PHASIZES CULTURE, HISTORY, SOCIAL POLICY, HEALTH, AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

B.A. Africana Studies  

30 credit-hours 

B.A. Africana Studies with Concentration in Health and Environment 

30 credit-hours 

Minor in Africana Studies 

18 credit-hours 

Graduate Certificate in Africana Studies 

15 credit-hours 

For more details: africana_studies@uncc.edu; 704-687-5161  
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