
August 28, 2014 

Africana Studies faculty is a Finalist for University’s Highest Teaching Honor 

Dr. Debra Smith, an associate professor in the Africana Studies 

Department, is one of five finalists selected for the 2014 Bank of America 

(BofA) Award for Teaching Excellence at UNC Charlotte. Over 100 

eligible faculty members were nominated for the 2014 award. The BofA 

award is the university’s most important honor to recognize outstanding 

teachers and to demonstrate the University’s commitment to excellence in 

teaching.  

The 2014 recipient will be announced at the Bank of America Award for 

Teaching Excellence Ceremony on Friday, September 5, 2014, at Founders 

Hall, Uptown Charlotte (6:30-8:30pm). All the five finalists will be 

recognized at the ceremony. 

The following are some of the statements by students and faculty praising 

Dr. Smith’s virtues as a teacher:  

Students: 

  …thank you for indeed another wonderful semester. I just feel like I leave 

with something when I completed your courses. 

 You have played a vital role in helping me make the decision to pursue my 

Master’s Degree in Public Administration. 

 Very well organized for an on-line class; all material was posted in 

accordance to the schedule on the syllabus…best online course I have taken 

so far.  

 I've learned a lot from this course and I will use it during my outside job. 

 Constantly allowed students to know she was available. 

 Great professor. I…loved her instruction styles. 

 

Faculty: 

 Dr. Smith…teaches, mentors and advises in a manner that respects every 

student and that confirms their experiences as valuable to the learning 

environment.  

 Her teaching and assessment strategies are…student-centered.   

 Dr. Smith has demonstrated passion and devotion as a teacher and mentor.  

 She is always looking for pedagogical innovations that would have positive 

impacts on the learning experience of her students. 

 She is a pace-setter and peer-mentor on the use of innovative technologies 

for teaching. 

 She is responsible for about a quarter of the department’s student credit 

hours per semester over the past four years. 

 

Contact: Dr. Akin Ogundiran: africana_studies@uncc.edu; 704-687-5161 
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