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CALL FOR PAPERS 

The 12
th

 Annual Africana Studies Symposium at UNC Charlotte 

 

MORAL ECONOMIES 

  
April 2-3, 2014 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

 

The recent resurgence in the study of capitalism has focused mostly on the processes of market economy, 

and how these are affected by the agencies of institutions, technologies, and political economies of the 

dominant nation-states. Most of these studies have been shaped by the recent global recession, especially 

the need to explain why and how it happened. Those few scholars who have however paid attention to the 

impacts of capitalism on everyday lives not only point to the past thirty years as a period of “great wage 

stagnation” but also warn of a future of increasing inequality. We are now confronted with many 

questions on some of the fundamental premises of capitalism as a sustainable way of life. 

 

The 12th Annual Africana Studies symposium will convene on April 2-3, 2014 to examine the widening 

gaps of national and global inequality through the lens of moral economy.  From Occupy Wall Street in 

major U.S. cities and Moral Monday in North Carolina, to the Brazilian Spring protests, there are ongoing 

popular outcries against political and economic policies that have widened the gap between the rich and 

the poor, and exacerbated the economic woes of the working poor and the middle class. Speakers will be 

invited to clarify the policy debates on these issues, examine the impacts of these developments on the 

values and the sustainability of the social common, and the challenges that lie ahead. The annual 

symposium will examine how we can better understand and proffer solutions to the conditions of growing 

inequality through the lens of moral economy.  The conference also seeks to explore the humanistic value 

of moral economy for a new and sustainable paradigm for capitalism and development programs in the 

21st century.  

 

E. P. Thompson’s initial conceptualization of moral economy addressed the shared attitudes, values and 

norms of justice that could serve as constraints against the immorality of powerful agents (e.g., state, 

tycoons, landed gentry, and corporations) in using unfair methods to prey upon the necessities of the 

people (e.g., working class, the poor, peasants, and middle class). From E. P. Thompson to James Scott, 

moral economy has thrived on a sense of traditional subsistence ethic that is opposed to the liberal 

political economy. How relevant then is the conceptualization of moral economy, with its emphasis on 

peasant psychology, to the material needs of the urban working poor and stagnant middle class? How can 

we infuse moral economy with political economy as a way of breaking the stalemate in rigid ideological 

divides? Are the poor the only ones who have a sense of moral economy? What about the wealthy, 

corporations, and the political class in the society; what are their moral compasses? What new ethics of 

engagement and mutually benefitting values of compassion does this time call for that would address 

some of the unresolved challenges of inequality in a world saturated with fear, uncertainty, greed, labor 

exploitation, apathy, and mistrust? How can we expand the use of moral economy to understand the 

efforts of sectional interests that are bent on protecting unfair, outmoded structural arrangements that 

privilege the few at the expense of the majority? What new strategies and options are open to the working 

majority for political action? Can we recognize race-based moral economies in works such as W. E. B. 

DuBois’s The Philadephia Negro and Paul Gilroy’s Darker than Blue: On the Moral Economies of Black 

Atlantic Culture, and what do these tell us about the moral economy of self liberation and group 

empowerment? 

 

We encourage prospective participants to move beyond the conceptualization of moral economy as 

"traditional" or "paternalist" socioeconomic relations that stand in opposition to the “modern” political 
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economy of unfettered free market. Instead, we ask participants to explore moral economy as a theory at 

the intersection of social justice, sustainable economy, and restoration of confidence in the social 

common. We also invite participants to provide deep historical understanding of capitalism and its 

ambivalent relationship to moral economy; and to reflect on the relevance of moral economy to unpack 

the relationships between race, nation-state, and globalization.  

 

We welcome abstracts that focus on any part of the world. The comparative breadth that such works 

would offer collectively, at the micro- and macro-levels, will facilitate a wholesome understanding of the 

explanatory potentials of moral economy in the twenty-first century. 

 

This symposium is open to scholars in different social science and humanistic fields, including history, 

literary criticism, cultural studies, development studies, economics, sociology, psychology, philosophy, 

Ethnic Studies, and Africana Studies. 

 

Topics proposed may include but are not limited to: 

 Moral Economy of Equity 

 Social Inequality – Race, Class, Gender 

 Labor Relations and Unionism 

 Fair Trade 

 Land Grab and Displacement  

 Sweatshops and Garment Industries 

 Corporate citizenship 

 Grassroots and Community Corporative 

 America's New Deal and the Crisis of the Welfare State 

 Shrinking Public Investment in Social Programs  

 Poverty Alleviation 

 Moral Economy of Public Education 

 Moral Economy of Health Care and Wellness 

 Corporate Profiteering in the Face of Workers’ Wage Stagnation 

 Redemptive Religious Traditions and Moral Economy 

 The Moral Economy of Radical Black Traditions 

 The Liberal, Libertarian, and Conservative Divides and Convergences on Moral Economy 

 

Interested participants should submit 250-word abstract, two-page vitae to africana_studies@uncc.edu, 

and a short biography (all in one file) by December 15, 2013. Those whose abstracts are accepted will be 

contacted by December 20 and will be asked to submit a draft of their paper no later than March 15, 2014. 

Limited funds are available to support part of the travel expenses of those whose abstracts are accepted 

but who need assistance to attend the symposium. Contact Dr. Akin Ogundiran (704-687-5162; 

ogundiran@uncc.edu) if you have any questions. 
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