Dr. Debra Smith on media and in the media.

Africana Studies faculty, Dr. Debra C. Smith, is the co-author of a
recently published article: Mediating Culture: Media Literacy and
Cultural Awareness - The Representation of Race and Ethnicity in Maya
and Miguel. The article examines how the media influence children’s
understanding of people and cultures outside of their own by applying the
theories of adolescent learning (including cognitive, personal, social, and
moral development) to the analysis of the Maya & Miguel TV program.
The authors raise questions on how race, ethnicity, and culture are
represented in the program, especially showing the vulnerability of
children to misinformation and stereotypes perpetuated in the popular TV
episodes. They then develop a series of educational tools and pedagogical
frameworks that parents, guardians, and educators can use to improve the
media/visual literacy and critical thinking skills of their youngsters.

Citation: Emily S. Kinsky and Debra C. Smith (2013), Mediating
Culture: Media Literacy and Cultural Awareness The Representation of
Race and Ethnicity in Maya and Miguel, in Mark Hepworth, Geoff
Walton (ed.) Developing People’s Information Capabilities (Library and
Information Science, Volume 8), Emerald Group Publishing Limited,
pp.81-96.

Dr. Smith is also cited in a Charlotte Observer article titled The Afro is
back — this time in a freer, more natural form:
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2013/08/28/4270335/the-afro-is-back-
this-time-in.html (August 28, 2013).

Dr. Debra Smith is an Associate Professor of Africana Studies. She
regularly teaches “Blacks in the Media” and “Education and African-
Americans” at UNC Charlotte.
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