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In the past two weeks (March 9th through the 20th), we have 
hosted Tommie Robinson as UNC Charlotte’s 2015 Africana 
Artist-in-Residence. The theme of this year’s residency is “Art, 
Environment, and Race”. We selected this theme in order to 
explore, through the creative works of the artist, the issues of 
environmental sustainability in the face of unsustainable prac-
tices and policies; and the implications for social justice and 
bio/social diversity. The racial, class, and gender dimensions of 
these implications are among the issues that Mr. Robinson has 
discussed with our students and faculty during his residency.  
 
This exhibition, featuring Robinson’s environment and social 
justice series, is the grand finale and a continuation of his resi-
dency at UNC Charlotte. I would like to thank Latibah Collard 
Green Museum for providing the space to host the exhibition. I 
am grateful to T’afo Feimster and his staff for their Ubuntu 
spirit that has made this exhibition come to fruition. In the Afri-
cana philosophical tradition of Ubuntu, we learn that “I Am Be-
cause We Are”.   
 
The Africana Studies Department, in the true 49er spirit, be-
lieves that it is through the gown and town collaborations such 
as this that we can find lasting solutions to some of the chal-
lenging problems of our time, with programs that facilitate pub-
lic education, awareness, and reflections. Our goal is not only to 
critique the excesses of our humanity but to also celebrate the 
beauty of our common humanity.  
 
My heartfelt gratitude goes to Dean Kenneth Lambla, College 
of Arts + Architecture, for his vision and enthusiasm for this 

residency program from the conceptual stage seven years ago to 
its present maturation. I would also like to thank Dean Nancy 
Gutierrez of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences who rec-
ognizes the importance of the arts in UNC Charlotte’s Africana 
Studies curriculum. My appreciation is not complete without 
recognizing the support of my colleagues and staff in the Afri-
cana Studies Department, especially Oweeta Shands, Tanure 
Ojaide, Felix Germain, and Honore Missihoun, for their assis-
tance with different aspects of this year’s residency. 
 
Since 2009, the Africana Studies Department, in collaboration 
with the College of Arts + Architecture and with the support of 
the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, has sponsored the Afri-
cana Artist-in-Residence program. The goal is to showcase the 
work of artists whose original perspectives and creative energy 
advance a deep understanding of the experiences of Africana 
peoples worldwide.  In this regard, I am reminded of a Yoruba 
ontological position which states that it is the artist to whom we 
must turn when we are in search of our true self at any moment 
in time. For it is the artist who best captures two important Yo-
ruba concepts of personhood and community— ìwà (essence/
character) and ęwà (beauty) - without any compromise.  
 
We are fortunate to have Tommie Robinson in the cast of illus-
trious artists who have graced the residency since its inception. 
The forms, colors and images presented in this exhibition are 
the mirrors that Robinson has provided. He is asking us to use 
them to look at ourselves and to reflect on our past, present, and 
future, especially on the question of the environment, social 
sustainability and social justice.  

REMARKS BY AKIN OGUNDIRAN 

Chair, Africana Studies Department, UNC Charlotte 



 

Robinson has been described as “the first black artist in the 
Guild of Charlotte Artists”. His works in oil, acrylic, water 
color, egg tempura and graphite drawings have addressed a 
wide range of issues, from the experiences of the Africa-
descended population in the U.S. to urban life, the environ-
ment, racism and sexism. His style is mainly in the realist tra-
dition.  
 
A self-taught artist, Robinson recalls beginning his interest in 
art at age 8 following his father’s death: As “part of the griev-
ing process… I tried to do a portrait of my father and think I 
finally got a likeness about age 13”. He sold his first painting 
at age 14.  
 
He joined the army during the Vietnam War and was sta-
tioned in Germany. Upon his honorable discharge, he enrolled 
on the GI Bill at the Central Piedmont Community College in 
1969 to pursue an arts degree. His modest ambition then was 
to become a sign painter but his talents were soon discovered. 
He was hired by the college to teach painting and ceramics 
part-time. 
 
Since then, Robinson has exhibited nationally. In Charlotte, 
his paintings have been featured in group and solo exhibitions 
at the Mint Museum, the Afro American Cultural Center (now 
the Harvey B. Gantt Center for African American Arts and 
Culture), McColl Center, Arts and Science Council, and Spirit 
Square Art Center. He has also shown his creative works in 
several universities in the state of North Carolina, including 
UNC Chapel Hill, Johnson C. Smith University, Pfeiffer Col-
lege, Davidson College, and North Carolina Central Universi-
ty. Robinson’s paintings have been commissioned by corpora-

tions, civic leaders, and private 
collectors, including the city of 
Charlotte's major banks, librar-
ies, Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Police Department and Time 
Warner Arena Cable. He re-
cently completed a set of mu-
rals located at Friendship  
Missionary Baptist Church. 
 
Robinson has received grants 
from the National Endowment 
for the Arts and the North  
Carolina Arts Council, among 
others, to advance his creative work. He is also the recipient 
of many awards, including the Southern Association Museum 
of Art Purchase Award, Springfest Juried Art Show, Pride 
Award, The Guild of Charlotte Artists Juried Show, and the 
North Carolina Art Traveling Best Show Award.  
 
Long-time friend and fellow artist, TJ Reddy (inaugural Afri-
cana artist-in-residence), has described Robinson as “one of 
the most competent, capable and consistent artists I know.” 
According to another prominent Charlotte artist, Nellie Ash-
ford: “There are no hidden agendas to anything … [Robinson] 
creates. All of it has beautiful form, beautiful storylines and it 
comes from his heart and soul.”  
 
Robinson describes his art as “a celebration of our environ-
ment. The influence comes from everywhere. Painting for me 
is as natural as walking, roaming the countryside, or hanging 
out on the block”.  

ABOUT TOMMIE ROBINSON 



THE AFRICANA STUDIES DEPARTMENT at UNC Charlotte employs interdisciplinary approaches to the study of the  

experiences of Africa-descended populations worldwide. Its comprehensive liberal arts curriculum emphasizes culture, history, social 

policy, health, entrepreneurship, social justice, and social responsibility. The department offers undergraduate major and  

minor, including a concentration in health and environment. It also offers the Graduate Certificate in Africana Studies.  

africana.uncc.edu 

Graphite Drawing  

29. "Mrs. Rev." 6 x 7 

30. "Man Reading  Paper" 6 1/2 x 5 1/2 

31. "Stop Moving Boy!" 7 1/2 x 5 1/2 

Mixed Media: Oil & Acrylic on Canvas 

1. "5th Street Tunnel" 63 x 40 

2."Home in an Iris" 63 x 40 

3. "Living in a Yellow Orchid" 40 x 63 

4. "Bird of Paradise" 40 x 63 

5. "Exiting the Parking Lot" 40 x 63 

6. "Novello" 40 x 63 

7. "Visitors" 40 x 63 

8. "Handicapped Parking" 40 x 63 

9. " Venus" 44 x 68 

10. "Mami-Wata "[Twins Three]  44 x 68 

72 x 60 11. "Fall"  

12. "Spring" 72 x 60 

13. "Winter" 78 x 60 

14. "Summer" 78 x 60 

Drybrush Watercolor  

15. "Santa Claus w/Belk's Bag" 22 x 30 

16. "Rashid Holding a Football" 22 x 30 

17. "Jasmine" 22 x 30 

18. "Obakumble" 22  x 30 

19. "Girl in Yellow Jacket" 22 x 30 

20. "Study of Blues Man" 8 x 6 

21. "Blues Man Sketch" 5 x 6 

22. "Broken Windows" 6 x 8 

23. "Tuba Player" Study 5 1/2 x 8 

Oil on Canvas  

24. "Jasmine II" 12 x 8 1/2 

25. "Sunday Best II 10 x 8 1/2 

26. "Alana Jewel w/toy 14 x 9 

27. Baseball Player" 12 x 8 1/2 

28. "Mrs. Jones @FMBC" 12 x 15 

Tommie Robinson’s  Original  Artworks in the Exhibition 

The Environmental Series (in green) 

prices are available upon request 

The LATIBAH Collard Green Museum 

MISSION: To provide a place where an individual can experience the life and times in Black American history through the museum’s exhibits,  

installations, and interactive educational programs. 

VISION: A history museum that will serve as a center for education on the significant times and events of Black America’s cultural develop-

ment.  Everyone is encouraged to experience a cross-cultural understanding of the shared traditions,  influences, and contributions. 

http://www.latibahmuseum.org/ 
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