
Save the Date 
October 8, 2015 

5:30pm 

 

 
Africana Studies Department 

 

Presents 

The 7th Dr. Bertha Maxwell Roddey Distinguished Africana Lecture 

 

“Africa Rising: The Role of Higher Education and the Diaspora”  

Venue: UNC Charlotte Main Campus (Rowe 130) 
RSVP: 704-687-5161; africana_studies@uncc.edu; www.africana.uncc.edu  

Reception will follow the lecture. Free and Open to the Public 

  SPEAKER AND GUEST OF HONOR 
 

Dr. Paul Tiyambe Zeleza  
 

Zeleza is a leading African and Africanist public intellectual who combines 

groundbreaking scholarship with innovative academic administration and institu-

tion building, both in Africa and North America. He has been the Vice President of 

Academic Affairs at Quinnipiac University since 2013. Before that, he was the 

dean of the Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts and presidential professor of Afri-

can American studies and history at Loyola Marymount University (2009-2013). 

He has also served as head of the Department of African American studies and as 

liberal arts and sciences distinguished professor at the University of Illinois at Chi-

cago, among others.  

 

He earned his bachelor's degree from the University of Malawi and his master's 

from the University of London, where he studied African history and international 

relations. He holds a Ph.D. in economic history from Dalhousie University in Hali-

fax, Canada. 

 

Zeleza's academic work is wide ranging, from economic and intellectual history to human rights, gender studies and  

diaspora studies. He is also a literary critic, novelist, short-story writer and blogger at The Zeleza Post. Zeleza has pub-

lished more than 300 journal articles, book chapters, reviews, online essays and short stories. He is author/editor of 26 

books, several of which have won international awards including Africa's most prestigious book prize, the Noma Award. 

His books include A Modern Economic History of Africa (1993), Manufacturing African Studies and Crises (1997), 

Barack Obama and African Diasporas: Dialogues and Dissensions (2009), and In Search of African Diasporas: Testi-

monies and Encounters (2012).  He has presented nearly 250 keynote addresses, papers, and public lectures at leading 

universities and international conferences in 31 countries and served on the editorial board of more than two-dozen jour-

nals and book series. He served as president of the African Studies Association in 2009. Zeleza was recognized by the 

Carnegie Corporation in 2013 as one of 43 immigrants whose contributions have enhanced America.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literary_critic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Studies_Association

