
1 of 2 
 

 

 

TOMMIE ROBINSON TO SERVE AS THE SEVENTH AFRICANA ARTIST-IN-

RESIDENCE AT UNC CHARLOTTE (MARCH 9-20,  2015)  

 

Charlotte-based artist Tommie Robinson has been named the 2015 Africana Artist-in-Residence at UNC 

Charlotte. He will be in residence in the Africana Studies Department from March 9
th

 through the 20
th

. The 

theme of this year’s residency is “Art, Environment, and Race”.  

 

Robinson has been described as “the first black artist in the Guild of Charlotte Artists”. His works in oil, 

acrylic, water color, egg tempura and graphite drawings have addressed a wide range of issues, from the 

experience of the Africa-descended population in the U.S. to urban life, the environment, racism and 

sexism. His style is mainly in the realist tradition.  

 

A self-taught artist, Robinson recalls beginning his interest in art at age 8 following his father’s death: As 

“part of the grieving process… I tried to do a portrait of my father and think I finally got a likeness about 

age 13”. He sold his first painting at age 14. He joined the army during the Vietnam War and was stationed 

in Germany. Upon his honorable discharge, he enrolled on the GI Bill at the Central Piedmont Community 

College in 1969 to pursue an arts degree. His modest ambition then was to become a sign painter but his 

talents were soon discovered. He was hired by the college to teach painting and ceramics part-time. 

 

Since then, Robinson has exhibited nationally. In Charlotte, his paintings have been featured in group and 

solo exhibitions at the Mint Museum, the Afro American Cultural Center (now the Harvey B. Gantt Center 

for African American Arts and Culture), McColl Center, Arts and Science Council, and Spirit Square Art 

Center. He has also shown his creative works in several universities in the state of North Carolina, including 

UNC Chapel Hill, Johnson C. Smith University, Pfeiffer College, Davidson College, and North Carolina 

Central University. Robinson’s paintings have been commissioned by corporations, civic leaders, and 

private collectors, including the city of Charlotte's major banks, libraries, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police 

Department and Time Warner Arena Cable. He is the creator of the extraordinary two-story murals in the 

Bobcats Arena and he recently completed a set of murals located at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.  

 

Robinson has received grants from the National Endowment for the Arts and the North Carolina Arts 

Council, among others, to advance his creative work. He is also the recipient of many awards, including the 

Southern Association Museum of Art Purchase Award, Springfest Juried Art Show, Pride Award, The Guild 

of Charlotte Artists Juried Show, and the North Carolina Art Traveling Best Show Award.  

 

Long-time friend and fellow artist, TJ Reddy (inaugural Africana artist-in-residence), has described 

Robinson as “one of the most competent, capable and consistent artists I know.” According to another 

prominent Charlotte artist, Nellie Ashford:  “There are no hidden agendas to anything … [Robinson] 

creates. All of it has beautiful form, beautiful storylines and it comes from his heart and soul.” Robinson 

describes his art as “a celebration of our environment. The influence comes from everywhere. Painting for 

me is as natural as walking, roaming the countryside, or hanging out on the block”.  

 

This year’s residency is organized in collaboration with the Latibah Collard Green Museum. The activities 

for the residency will include: 

 March 19, 2:00-3:15PM - Presentation by Tommie Robinson: “The Art of Environment and Race” (Free 

and Open to the Public) – McKnight Hall, Bonnie E. Cone University Center, UNC Charlotte. 
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 March 20 at 6:00p – Opening Reception for Robinson’s “Environment and Social Justice” Arts 

Exhibition at the Latibah Collard Green Museum (720 Tuckaseegee Rd, Charlotte, NC 28208). Exhibition 

stays open till April 15. 

 Several student-focused presentations and workshops to be led by Mr. Robinson on the relationship 

between his art and issues dealing with the environment, race, and social justice.  

 

Since 2009, the Africana Studies Department, in collaboration with the College of Arts + Architecture and 

with the support of the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences, has sponsored the Africana Artist-in-Residence 

program. The goal is to showcase the work of artists whose original perspectives and creative energy 

advance a deep understanding of the experiences of Africana peoples worldwide. Previous artists-in-

residence included Tayo Aluko, an award-winning performer known for his work on Paul Robeson (2010); 

John Perpener III, dancer, historian and scholar (2011); Barbara Higgins Bond, an award-winning illustrator 

(2012); Kasali Akangbe, master woodcarver, folklorist, and environmental activist (2013); and Baritone 

Emery Stephens (2014). 

 

For more information, please contact Dr. Akin Ogundiran at 704-687-5161 or africana_studies@uncc.edu. 

 


